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Security And Safety For AllEDITOR’S NOTE

I
f there’s one thing that drives the UAE, it’s imagination. No, make that two things: 

imagination, and the determination to turn what’s imagined into reality. And overlaying 

all that is the national leadership’s desire to delight all those who’re in the country – 

citizens, residents, or visitors. So, even as the world grapples with the question of 

where the rapid technological development is headed, the UAE has already figured out 

in which direction it should go – that is, of course, the direction of a greater degree of 

public well-being.

With that aim, the country has put robotics, one of the most promising areas of 21st 

century technology, to good use. In our cover story, Dubai introduced a robot policeman 

to patrol some areas in the city. Equipped with artificial intelligence, this robocop, the first 

of its kind in the world, can accurately read hand gestures and even expressions on 

human faces.

Does that sound like science fiction come to life? What’s next: robot doctors and 

journalists? Well, they’re already here. Our enthralling cover story this month gives you 

an overview of what advanced robotics means for humans, from the security point of 

view and the employment point of view.

If technology was born out of the need to advance the pacing of every human activity, 

utilising it without any foreknowledge of its harms can sabotage any person. It could ruin 

a person’s career or even his entire life. In another feature story, we’ve explored how 

opportunities can slip your way if you don’t pay attention to what you post online. 999 

reminds us, in this story, that we must always behave properly online as we would offline.

As for what we can’t control, there’s the menace of organised narcotics rackets, which 

are constantly trying to smuggle poison into the country. Luckily, police forces in the UAE 

are ever vigilant. In our special report this month, we present some of their remarkable 

success stories. You, too, can help law enforcement – by simply saying ‘no’ to drugs and 

teaching your children to do the same.

Yet another interesting feature that tells us how well security and technology can be 

married is about the new UAE fire safety code. Nanotechnology in fire prevention and 

the use of drones in firefighting operations are just two amongst the several things the 

country is working on.

The leadership’s attention to maintaining a secure atmosphere and encouraging the 

user of technology has made the UAE a highly competitive country for business. One of 

the 999 features this month looks at why we’ve made it to the No. 2 spot on the World 

Economic Forum Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index. Another feature looks at 

why, in this splendid country with several thriving cities, the capital city of Abu Dhabi truly 

deserves that crown.

And since most of June comes under Ramadan, we’ve listed for you a few dos and 

don’ts – adhering to them will make this holy month a more fulfilling experience for 

everyone. 

But more than just a time for introspection, this sacred period makes it ideal for visitors 

and their families to capitalise on massive discounts from night bazaars springing in the 

Capital. We’ve got you covered for the must-visit shopping sprees this season listed in 

this issue’s Abu Dhabi Spotlight. After all, the UAE is a country that values happiness, so 

let’s be mindful of each other’s happiness. Wish you all the best.

The future of security is here
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 The UAE government has signed off on a number of infrastructure projects with a 
total value of Dh410mn, as approved by the Follow-up Committee of the Initiatives 
of the UAE President 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan’s infrastructure initiatives have inched closer to 
implementation, as the President’s Follow-up Committee of 
the Initiatives greenlighted Dh410 million worth of projects. 

The committee approved the Dh290 million project 
that covers the construction of a road between Wadi Al 
Oor and another bridge that will connect the Al Hubab 
roundabout and Nizwa Road. 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
marked the 41st anniversary of the unification of the UAE’s 
Armed Forces by recognising the concerted efforts and 
sacrifices made by “martyrs” to protect the country’s interest 
and people. 

The President said in a statement that the strength of the 
UAE’s Armed Forces is the outcome of a comprehensive 
national strategic vision that seeks to build a competitive 
troop—anchored by well-trained youth as well as latest 
systems and technologies. 

“We, with our brothers, the Members of the Supreme 
Council, Their Highnesses and the Rulers of the Emirates, are 
continuing to develop the capabilities of our Armed Forces 
to continue to discharge their national defence duties and 
their universal missions to safeguard international peace and 
security,” HH Sheikh Khalifa said. 

The President also honoured the country’s “late founding 
fathers and leaders” who paved the way for a unified armed 
force and assured the heroes’ families that the country will 
“take full care of their children”. 

HH Sheikh Khalifa added that as the Armed Forces reached 
the premise of a new decade, UAE leaders will continue 
to develop the capabilities of the fleet, which serves as “a 
symbol of national unity and support for our brothers and 
friends”. 

The milestone celebrates the unification of the armed forces 
under one flag and one command through the directives 

Amongst the other line-up projects approved include the 
first phase of the renovation efforts for the Sheikh Khalifa 
Medical City in Ajman and the establishment of a sewage 
network of the Emirate of Umm Al Oaiwain, amounting to 
Dh30 million and Dh21 million, respectively. 

The Committee’s approval will also lead to the unveiling 
of the Dh15 million project for 168 housing units for Kalba 
City citizens. 

Other projects include overhauling of major roads in Ras 
Al Khaimah and another housing initiative for residents of 
the Al Ain region. 

The projects fall under the directives of HH President 
Sheikh Khalifa and the follow-up of HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

Infrastructure projects under HH President Sheikh 
Khalifa’s ruling reflect his administration’s efforts to fulfil 
the goals of Vision 2021 that seeks to improve justice, 
security, the economy, environment, living standards, 
education, health and housing and infrastructure. 

During the celebration of the 45th National Day 
celebrations, the President said that the UAE is making 
“confident progress”.

Sheikh Khalifa’s Dh410m infrastructure projects inch closer to implementation

President says comprehensive national strategic vision strengthens UAE’s Armed Forces

of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, along with 
members of the Supreme Council of the Union. 

“It is a day on which we pay rich tribute to the martyrs of 
the homeland who have sacrificed their lives for the sake 
of truth, and to safeguard our Gulf and Arab security,” the 
President said.
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Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, reviewing 
the goals and achievements of the world’s first Government Accelerators

Vice President eyes efficient, speedy services through Government Accelerators
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, reiterated the country’s need for 
efficient government services to better 
serve the public. 

In a recent visit to the Government 
Accelerators’ headquarters at Emirates 
Tower, HH Sheikh Mohammed lauded 
the group for creating progressive 
changes that could lift the public’s level 
of satisfaction on government services. 

“Government Accelerators are tools to 
achieve our goal of raising government 
efficiency and delivering services to 
the public more speedily. Our aim is to 
integrate this system into all aspects of 
government services,” the Vice President 
said. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed Al Maktoum 
added that through the directives of 
President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, the government seeks to 
utilise innovative technologies to boost 
development in the country. 

During HH Sheikh Mohammed’s 
visit, the first group of Government 
Accelerators presented their 
accomplishments since the 

implementation in November last year. 
These include reducing mortality rates 
on dangerous roads by 21 per cent, 
increasing the quality of air by 10 per 
cent, providing 1,000 job opportunities 
for Emiratis in the financial sector, and 
improving services in patent registration 
and processing. 

The Vice President also reviewed 
the goals of the second group, such 
as reducing the time needed to issue 

residence permits in Ajman by 50 per 
cent, speedy issuance of retirement 
payroll for Emiratis within 14 days of 
retirement, and improving services for 
Sheikh Zayed Housing Program clients 
in Fujairah and Sharjah. 

“The aim is to provide comprehensive 
high-quality services to the public. This 
would raise the level of happiness and 
satisfaction,” HH Sheikh Mohammed 
said.

Mohammed honours 36 outstanding officers during JCSC graduation

VICE President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum graced the graduation ceremony of the Joint 

Command and Staff College in Abu Dhabi, where His 
Highness honoured 36 outstanding officers. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed celebrated with 140 officers 
from the UAE, GCC and other countries, and recognised 
outstanding officers from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Jordan, Bahrain, Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, Germany, China, 
South Korea, France, and Pakistan. 

He lauded the 26th batch of JSCS graduates for working 
diligently to achieve academic excellence and urged the 
officers to build on the global standards in the field of 
military science that they have obtained from the military 
institution.

“JCSC is a military education monument that is classified 
among the best academic institutes in the world”, the Vice 
President said, noting that the graduates should utilise 
the lessons that they have learned during their stint in the 
institution.

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, and Lt General HH Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, also attended the graduation ceremony.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Ruler of Dubai (centre), attends the graduation ceremony for the 26th batch of the 
Joint Command and Staff College, along with HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai (4th seated from right) and Lt 
General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior (4th seated from left), a number of senior armed forces and police force 
officers, and members of the diplomatic corps
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Crown Prince discusses international issues with leaders from Germany, Egypt

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, welcomed two leaders this month in 
an effort to encourage international participation in efforts to 
counter extremism. 

The Crown Prince welcomed Germany Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in the UAE and focused on regional and international 
issues of mutual interest to assert the strong friendship between 
the people of both countries. 

HH Sheikh Mohamed and Chancellor Merkel exchanged 
thoughts on the UAE and Germany’s actions to combat 
extremism and terrorist groups and planned out coordination to 
support stability and security in the region. 

Mohamed bin Zayed meets US President Trump; signals UAE-US defence pact
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, has engaged in talks with US President 
Donald Trump that signals a defence cooperation agreement 
between the two nations.

“The UAE is always keen to develop its strategic relations 
with the US and taking them forward to greater heights, 
especially in view of their identical views over regional and 
international issues, foremost of which is the GCC security, 
Middle Eastern crises, fight against terrorism and threats 
posed to the security and stability on the global scale,” Sheikh 
Mohamed said. 

According to US President Trump’s Press Secretary, Sean 
Spicer, the agreement seeks to allow the UAE and the US “to 
work more closely together to address common security threats”.

“President Trump hopes to work together even more closely to 
resolve regional conflicts that have raged across the region for 
too long,” Spicer said.

The US President Press Secretary added that HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed stands as “a strong partner of the US and 
a leader in the Middle East on a number of important policies, 
including defence cooperation, regional security and counter-
terrorism”.

President Trump also praised the Crown Prince’s commitment to 

build on the long-time alliance between the two nations.
“He is special. I respect him, and I have known him for a long 

time. HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed loves his country. And 
I think he loves the US, which to us is very important,” the US 
president said.

The Crown Prince extended his help to President Trump in the 
preparations for his trip to Riyadh to meet Saudi leaders, Gulf 
Cooperation Council officials and a number of heads of state in 
the region.

The Crown Prince said the UAE, under the directives 
of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, supports all joint efforts to set up an Emirati-
German collaboration to deal with regional and international 
instability.

In a separate engagement, HH Sheikh Mohamed also 
hosted Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Sisi to discuss 
potential measures to secure Libya’s politics and military 
tracks.

The Egyptian President is accompanied by Sameh 
Shoukry, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Sahar Nasr, Minister 
of Investment and International Cooperation, Dr. Mostafa 
Madbouli, Minister of Housing and other senior officials.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, receives Germany Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in the UAE

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, receives Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah El Sisi

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan meets with United States 
President Donald Trump
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Sheikh Saif bin Zayed witnesses MOU signing between UAE, NY police bureaus
HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, attested his 
support in the signing of Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the UAE Ministry of Interior (MoI) and the 
New York Police Department. 

The collaboration will allow UAE and New York’s police 
units to conduct joint training and sharing of strategic and 
policing practices. 

The MoU was signed by Brigadier Hamad Ajlan Al 
Amimi, Director General of the UAE’s Federal Criminal 
Police, and NYPD Intelligence Bureau’s Chief Thomas 
Galati.

The MoU signing was also attended by senior 
officials, including Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Undersecretary of MoI, and Maj General Salim Mubarak Al 
Shamesi, Director of Finance and Services at the Ministry. 

Galati also met with Maj General Mohammed Khalfan 
Al Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Djabi Police, to 
discuss bilateral relations and security cooperation between 
Abu Dhabi and New York’s police departments. 

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister (centre), attends signing of MoU between UAE’s Brigadier Hamad Ajan Al 
Amimi (left) and NYPD’s Chief Thomas Galati (right)

Interior Minister honours MoI officials’ research on policing, civil defence
HONOURS and recognition from His Highness Lt General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister, have encouraged the Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
officials to continue working on scientific research projects that 
could eventually be utilised for government purposes. 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed presented MoI’s Awards for 
Scientific Research to 165 researchers who tackled the 
areas of policing, police administration and human resources 
development, traffic and licencing, citizenship and residency, 
ports, civil defence, and penal and correctional institutions. 

Amongst the studies recognised in the ceremony was Lt 
Colonel Abdul Rahman Al Saqaaf’s Advanced Passenger 
Information System (APIS), which aimed at identifying means 

Interior Minister launches ‘Zayed The Leader’ game-based educational app

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister, led the unveiling of 
an innovative e-game that honours the visionary strategy of the 

to stop human trafficking and usage of fabricated travel 
documents. 

The Interior Minister also recognised a study by Maj Ali 
Ganem Al Shehhi, a doctoral student of strategic thinking 
and foresight at Manchester University. Al Shehhi’s study 
proved that cultural factors play key roles in strategic decision 
making. 

Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at 
the MoI; Maj General Khalifa Hareb Al Khaili, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Naturalization and Residency Affairs; 
and Maj General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of the Dubai Police, also participated in the awarding 
ceremony.

 Interactive game dubbed “Zayed The Leader”

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding father of 
the UAE. 

The interactive application named “Zayed The Leader” features 
historical information about Sheikh Zayed and his quest to build 
the country. 

Obaid Sagheer Al Qubaisi, the app developer, said the game 
supports HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed’s “Express your love for UAE” 
initiative, which was launched last year. 

The Interior Minister also awarded Al Qubaisi an Appreciation 
Medal for Community Service for developing the application, 
which could serve as a platform to instil awareness amongst 
young Emiratis.

The Khalifa Student Empowerment Programme was chosen 
to promote the application for showing consistency in raising 
student awareness. 

The mobile-based application can be downloaded through 
Google Play Store and Apple Store.
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Al Sha’far honours Dubai residency directorate for netting drug peddlers

Abu Dhabi hosts GCC’s 22nd Meeting of the Directors General of Passports 

LIEUTENANT General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’afar, Undersecretary 
at the Ministry of Interior (MoI), presided over a meeting 
consisting of representatives from the Ministry and the Federal 
Customs Authority. 

The meeting was held at the Dubai Police Officers Club, 
within the framework of continuous cooperation between the 
two national institutions. Customs authorities at the national 
and local levels are amongst the most prominent strategic 
partners of the Ministry.

THE 22nd Meeting of the Directors General of Passports in the 
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council was held in Abu 
Dhabi, under the presidency of Brigadier Abdul-Rahman Saleh 
Al Sannan, head of the Bahraini delegation.

Al Sannan said that the meeting agenda included the 
development of the facilities and services offered by GCC 
countries to their citizens, residents and visitors. He added that 
the GCC countries competed at the international level through 
innovations pertaining to these facilities and services. He also 
underscored the fact that the responsibilities and missions of 
GCC countries included strengthening cooperation amongst 
themselves, as an implementation of the instructions of the 
rulers or the respective ministers of interior.

Chancellor Abdullah bin Oqab Al Da’agani, head of the 
delegation of the GCC General Secretariat, extended his 
appreciation to the wise leadership of the UAE for hosting the 

The two sides discussed several topics, including the 
sharing of experiences and information in the field of customs 
inspection and strategic goals. 

The meeting was attended by Ahmad Abdullah bin Lahij, 
Executive Director of the Customs Sector in the Federal 
Customs Authority, representatives of local customs throughout 
the UAE, and several officers from the Ministry and general 
headquarters of police in the country. 

At another event, Al Sha’far honoured the General 
Directorate of Residency and Foreigners Affairs (GDRFA), 
Dubai. This was in appreciation of its cooperation with the 
Anti-Narcotics Federal General Directorate at the Ministry, 
resulting in the end of several drug peddling rackets in the 
country.

Al Sha’far presented certificates of thanks to Colonel 
Khalaf Ahmad Al Ghaith, Assistant to the General Director for 
follow-up on illegal residents and foreigners at the GDRFA, 
Dubai, and to Captain Omar Matar Al Mazinah, Director 
of Establishment Card Department in the same directorate. 
This took place in the presence of Colonel Saeed Abdullah 
Al Suwaidi, Director General of the Anti-Narcotics Federal 
General Directorate at the MoI.

meeting. He also conveyed the greetings of Major General 
Hazza’a bin Mubarak Al Hageri, Assistant General Secretary 
of Security Affairs at GCC.

In his speech, Major General Khalifa Hareb Al Khaiaili, 
Acting Assistant Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior for 
Naturalisation, Residency and Ports Affairs, and the head of 
the UAE delegation at this meeting, welcomed the heads and 
members of delegations and conveyed to them the greetings 
of Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister of the UAE and Minister of Interior.

Al Khaiaili said that, “This meeting continues to highlight 
our common purpose in maintaining security and stability in 
the region through strengthening our cooperation in terms of 
specialised fields which include passports and residency.” 

He expressed his thanks as well to the GCC General 
Secretariat for its efforts towards holding such fruitful meetings.
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Al Menhali says Forum of Happiness is a symbol of MOI’s initiatives that stimulate creativity

Sharjah Police arrest 340 illegals within two weeks

THE Ministry of Interior, represented by the Resources and 
Support Services Sector, organised the Forum of Happiness to 
honour partners, suppliers and staff who won the Minister of 
Interior’s Excellence Award.

The Forum was attended by Major General Mohammed 
bin Al Awadhi Al Menhali, Acting Assistant Undersecretary 
of Resources and Support Services at the Ministry of Interior, 
Salim Mubarak Al Shamsi, Director General of Finance and 
Support at the Ministry of Interior, several director generals, 
representatives of companies, and a number of officers, non-
commissioned officers, staff and civilians working in Resources 
and Support Services.

Al Menhali underscored that, “The Forum of Happiness is 

THE Sharjah Police have made 340 arrests within two weeks 
of launching a campaign called ‘Rada’ (means ‘to deter’) to 
enhance street security.

Violators who “represented danger, inconvenience and 
harassment to all members of society through their illegal 
activities” were targeted in the campaign, the police have said.

Colonel Ibrahim Musubbah Al A’gel, General Director of 
Criminal Investigation at Sharjah Police, said that the campaign 
covered all areas within the emirate, but focused particularly 
on markets, commercial zones, residential areas, yards of 
mosques, malls, public facilities, and all locations that attract 
beggars and violators.

being held as part of the Ministry of Interior’s general policy 
of honouring excellence, which is meant to increase the 
motivation of all staff and partners to raise their performance 
even higher. Indeed, it is a symbol of the Ministry’s support for 
all initiatives and programmes that stimulate creativity.”

He also noted that the successes of the MoI, particularly 
reflected in the number of Government Excellence Awards it 
bagged, were the result of concerted efforts.

Al Menhali congratulated the award winners, and urged 
them to do even better in serving the country. He, along with 
Al Shamsi, presented certificates to the honoured staff, and 
commemorative shields to winners of the Minister of Interior’s 
Excellence Award.

The campaign partners were the Directorate of Police 
Stations, Anjad patrols, and units concerned with the 
regularisation of public roads.

The campaign targeted violators of entry and residency 
laws, absconders from sponsors, people who practised 
illegal trades, etc. Sharjah Police called upon the public to 
co-operate with the security authorities, and to report illegal 
activities.

Members of the public were told not to have any dealings 
with violators, or they might be legally accountable, too. 
People were asked to report any suspicion through the number 
901 for non-emergency calls, or the number 065943210.
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NEWS

Al Sharifi underlines significance of occupational health and safety amongst staff

THE Abu Dhabi Police General Headquarters witnessed 
a celebration of the World Day for Safety and Health at 
Work.

This was attended by Major General Maktoum Ali Al 
Sharifi, Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, and several 
senior officials. The theme of the celebration was ‘The 

Significance of Data in Occupational Health & Safety’.
Al Sharifi underlined the significance of strengthening 

the culture of occupational health and safety among Abu 
Dhabi Police staff and establishing the mechanisms of 
accident prevention.

He highlighted the police force’s commitment to best 
practices in the field of occupational health and safety 
through the implementation of the international standard 
OHSAS18001, and the requirements of Abu Dhabi 
Occupational Safety and Health Centre (OSHAD). This 
safety culture, he said, extended to all parties working with 
Abu Dhabi Police through a contractual system.

Finally, Al Sharifi honoured the general directorates 
at Abu Dhabi Police that obtained the certificate of the 
international standard for occupational health and safety. 
He also honoured OSHAD, which is considered a strategic 
partner of Abu Dhabi Police.

Al Rumaithi receives accreditation and 
award certificate won by Abu Dhabi Police

MAJOR General Mohammed Khalfan Al Rumaithi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, received the 
Khalifa Award for Education in the category of Protection of 
Society, won by the Abu Dhabi Police.

This took place at a celebration, which was attended by 
Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, Director General of 
Abu Dhabi Police; Brigadier Ali Khalfan Al Dhaheri, Director 
General of Central Operations at Abu Dhabi Police; and 
Colonel Mohammad Ibrahim Al Ameri, Director General of 
Emergency & Safety at Abu Dhabi Police.

Receiving the award, Al Rumaithi stated that the force 

worked continuously for strengthening peace and security in 
the country. He added that winning the Khalifa Award came 
in the context of achieving the ADP General Headquarters’ 
goals. 

Al Rumaithi also received the certificate of accreditation 
for the General Directorate of Emergency & Safety at Abu 
Dhabi Police as a five-star training centre. This accreditation is 
conferred by the Professional Association of Diving Instructors. 

Expressing happiness, Al Rumaithi said that the police force 
was the first security institution in the Middle East and North 
Africa to obtain this accreditation.
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THE Local Team of Crisis Management 
in Ajman held a meeting that was 
presided over by Major General 
Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah Al Nuaimi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Ajman Police, 
and attended by Brigadier Rashid Jassim 
Meglad Al Shamsi, Acting Director 
General of Civil Defence in Ajman; 
Abdullah Ibrahim Abu Al Shawarib, 
Director of the National Coordination 
& Response Centre in Ajman; and a 
number of directors of federal and 
local institutions and departments in the 
emirate.

Al Nuaimi appreciated the great 
contribution made by the Local Team 
of Crises Management in the emirate’s 
peace and security. He also stressed 
upon the necessity of intensification and 
unification of efforts to further improve 
emergency preparedness.

The police chief reviewed the 
readiness of dams in preventing 
emergencies resulting from torrential 

rain. He checked if measures were 
in place to ensure that normal life 
could continue during such weather 
conditions, and that ports would be fully 
functional, particularly from the safety 
perspective, in stormy weather.

In this context, he praised the work 
done by the police in cooperation with 
the Local Team of Crisis Management, 
various security authorities, and the 
service and community institutions in the 
country.

Al Marri hails accomplishment of General Directorate of Airports Security

Ajman Police leadership stresses upon emergency preparedness intensification

MAJOR General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police, stressed that the General Directorate 
of Airports Security was one of the most significant links 
in the chain of development of Dubai airports. This, he 
said, increased the responsibility of officers and employees 
in the directorate, particularly after Dubai International 
Airport became the No.1 airport in the world in terms of 
passenger traffic – the number of international passengers 
who used it in the last year was 83 million. 

Moreover, the General Directorate of Airports Security 
has first place in the world, with a score of 99.53 
per cent, according to a report from the International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on airport security 
surveillance.

Al Marri said this during an inspection visit to the 
General Directorate of Airports Security. He issued 
instructions to develop programmes, review the 
experiences of major international airports, conduct 
standard comparisons in terms of information update, 
focus upon practical applications, and spread security 
awareness.

He advised that employees of this general directorate 
must undergo training approved by ICAO, benefiting from 
the company of excellent participants at these sessions 
and learning from their experiences.

Al Marri also gave instructions for the implementation 
of programmes that would cut the number of complaints, 
improve security control, and assign police staff to 
different areas as per their competence.

He praised the keenness of the General Directorate of 
Airports Security to apply the highest global criteria for 
security measures and the best security practices. And 
finally, the Dubai Police chief asked the officers and the 
staff at the general directorate to always try to delight 
customers, as this was a priority area for Dubai Police.
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COLONEL Khalid Youssuf bin Hudhaibah, representing 
the General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners 
Affairs at Umm Al Quwain Police, attended the 
graduation ceremony for a training session named 
‘Knowledge management and the know-how of procedure 
organisation and simplification’. During the ceremony, 
Professor Ahmad Abdul- Rahman explained the concept 

THE Dibba Al Fujairah Cooperative for 
Fishermen honoured the Fujairah Police 
General Headquarters for its efforts and 
cooperation.

This honouring took place during 
a meeting between Major General 
Mohammed Ahmed bin Ghanim 
Al Ka’abi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Fujairah Police, and Sulaiman Rashid Al 
Khadeem Al Antali, Head of the Dibba 
Al Fujairah Cooperative for Fishermen. 

Present at the meeting were Ali 
Ahmad Al Noun, a member in the 
cooperative, Brigadier Humaid 
Mohammad Humaid Al Yamahi, 
General Director of Police Operations 
at Fujairah Police, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Khalid Abdullah Al 
Dhanhani, Director of the Office of 

RAK cited for its contribution to UAE’s march towards smart gov’t

Cooperative for fishermen honours Fujairah Police

Knowledge management training session held at UAQ
of knowledge management, and how to differentiate 
between types of knowledge, its management stages and 
requirements. 

Colonel Hudhaibah handed graduation certificates to 
the participants – there were 37 of them from different 
directorates at UAQ Police, and he expressed his best 
wishes for them in their scientific endeavours.

Major General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-chief of Ras Al 
Khaimah Police

MAJOR General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al Nuaimi, 
Commander-in-chief of Ras Al Khaimah Police, presided 
over the 5th Periodical Meeting of the Commander-in-
Chief of RAK Police for 2017, in the presence of his 
deputy, Brigadier Abdullah Khamees Al Hadeedi, directors 
general, directors, and heads of police stations, to discuss 
the implementation of initiatives included in the Ministry of 
Interior strategy.

Al Nuaimi underlined that the force contributed to the 
transition to smart government, which is the goal of the UAE. 

He praised the achievements by RAK Police after it was 
honoured by Lieutenant General His Highness Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior, who conferred upon the police force the award for 
best participating institution in submitting scientific research. 
This was given within the Award of Minister of Interior 
for Scientific Research. RAK Police were also praised for 
launching and activating the Smart Gate Project.

the Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah 
Police.

The meeting witnessed an exchange 

of views in the context of the police 
commitment to supporting all 
government and local institutions.
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FACTS & FIGURES

Members of the UAE Civil Defence honoured by Lt General 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in the presence of Chief 

Thomas Galati of the New York Police District Intelligence 

Bureau during his recent visit in the UAE.

11

The number of activities, including lectures and exhibitions, 

rolled out by the Ministry of Interior that aim to raise 

awareness on traffic safety held in the past six months.

395

Maximum speed limit in residential areas that drivers must 

observe to avoid road accidents as mandated by new rules 

issued by the Ministry of Interior.

40km

24
The number of study halls in the newly-opened two-storey 

building at the Police College in Abu Dhabi, that His Highness Lt 

General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of the Interior, recently toured.

3/100,000
Ratio by which the Ministry of Interior wants to reduce the 

current 5.5 traffic accident casualties per 100,000 people to 

3 per 100,000 by 2021. The UAE government aims to achieve 

this through its various campaigns and stiffer new laws on 

traffic rules.

“The Forum of Happiness is being held as part of 
the Ministry of Interior’s general policy of honouring 
excellence, which is meant to increase the 
motivation of all staff and partners to raise their 
performance even higher. Indeed, it is a symbol of 
the Ministry’s support for all initiatives and 
programmes that stimulate creativity.”
Major General Mohammed bin Al Awadhi Al Menhali, Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary of Resources and Support Services at the Ministry of 
Interior, during the Forum of Happiness that honours partners, 
suppliers and staff who won the Minister of Interior’s Excellence 
Award.

“This meeting continues to highlight our common 
purpose in maintaining security and stability in the 
region through strengthening our cooperation in 
terms of specialised fields which include passports 
and residency.” 
Major General Khalifa Hareb Al Khaiaili, Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior for Naturalisation, 
Residency and Ports Affairs, on welcoming the heads and members 
of delegations in the recently concluded 22nd Meeting of the 
Directors General of Passports in the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, held in Abu Dhabi.
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UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

A cooking gas cylinder explosion on the fourth floor 
of a building left a woman with moderate injuries. 
The accident occurred in the Al Jarf area. The 
woman was taken to the hospital and the building 
was evacuated. While the injuries were moderate, 
the building itself suffered extensive damage from 
the explosion. 

10 Years
ABU DHABI AJMAN

A female drug addict was sentenced to 10 years in jail after being 
found guilty of possessing and consuming narcotics. The Arab 
woman engaged in sex with a drug dealer, who gave her tramadol 
pills in exchange. This dealer was a so-called friend, with whom 
she had confided about her work problems. The dealer gave her 
tramadol pills, saying they’d help her forget her troubles. She 
soon got addicted, and he began exploiting her. The dealer was 
also on trial in a separate case.

Three Asian men were arrested and 29kg of the drug 
crystal meth was seized from their possession. 
Operation “Claw” was carried out by Dubai Police in 
collaboration with Sharjah Police. The men had 
accomplices outside the country. The drug was meant 
for sale in the UAE, and the total haul was worth tens 
of millions of dirhams, according to police authorities. 
The three arrested are a restaurant worker, a salesman, 
and a tourist.

3
SHARJAH

29kg
DUBAI

4th FLoor

Three men, two from Africa and one from Asia, 
were arrested for impersonating policemen and 
robbing people. The three used to pretend to be 
police patrolmen on motorbikes; they stopped 
people in the streets and harassed them, according 
to a police statement following the arrest. Even the 
motorbikes were stolen, the robbers used the 
vehicles to commit the crime and fled the scene 
after snatching victims’ wallets.
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FUJAIRAH

Four Africans drowning in the waters off the
Umm Al Quwain beach were rescued by the authorities. 
One of them, however, was found dead, floating on the 
sea. Police got into action when they received an alert 
that a swimmer was missing. They initially couldn’t find 
that person, but rescued three others.

An oil slick, the 3rd of such an 
environmental disaster in the emirate 
within just a few weeks, has left Fujairah 
residents fuming. The 2km oil slick was 
caused by tankers deliberately dumping 
their ballast in seawater, hoteliers along 
the coast have alleged. They said this 
was a massive financial loss for them 
(because of cancelled bookings) and a 
major environmental concern.

An Arab family of six got stranded at a height of 4,000 feet 
above the sea level, at the peak of Jebel Mutrah, east of 
Ras Al Khaimah. They were dehydrated and about to 
collapse when the police Air Wing section rescued them. 
The whole rescue operation took four hours.

RAS AL KHAIMAH

4,000 ft.

3rd

4
UMM AL QUWAIN
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MEET THE REAL
ROBOCOPS

DUBAI POLICE HAVE DEPLOYED A ROBOT NAMED SAEED AL FARHAN 
TO INTERVIEW APPLICANTS FOR POLICE JOBS. OTHER ROBOTS ARE 
CARRYING OUT A VARIETY OF POLICING TASKS, AND THERE MAY BE 

ONE SOON TO PICK CLUES FROM A CRIME SCENE

18 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL JUNE 2017
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O
ne of the chief aims of law 

enforcement in Dubai is to 

automate various functions 

to improve speed and 

efficiency. While the human squad is of 

utmost importance, the instructions of His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

are that more and more smart devices 

and systems should be used in order to 

make the emirate one of the top five safest 

places in the world.

To this end, the Dubai Police General 

Headquarters is deploying robots for 

tasks related to policing work. This is the 

first government institution in the world to 

accredit smart signatures by using a robot 

in 2016. Also, the force used a robot named 

Saeed Al Farhan to shortlist and recruit 

applicants during the job fair Careers UAE 

2017, held in Dubai in April. 

The headquarters’ preparations are 

under way to launch the first batch of 

police robot patrols in the tourist areas of 

Dubai. This initiative is deemed the first of 

its kind globally. 

Moreover, Dubai Police have undertaken 

a project to make a robot that picks up 

dangerous clues from a crime scene like 

chemical that criminal left behind. This 

project is being carried out by five talented 

UAE students.
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The robotic patrol was 
one of 
the latest 
technological 
developments 
of Dubai 
Police

Robot connected to operations room 
Brigadier Dr Khalid Nasser Al Razouki, Director 

General of Smart Services at the Dubai Police General 

Headquarters, told 999 that the robotic patrol was one of the 

latest technological developments of Dubai Police, to manage the 

increasing numbers of visitors coming to the emirate, 

a situation that called for the use of smart devices to 

match the “smart city” of Dubai. 

These robots, he said, made services automatic and 

faster, and they were powered by the highly advanced 

technology of artificial intelligence. Thus, such a robot 

could work independently to an extent when interacting 

with the public. The robot is electronically connected to 

the police operations room. This means that the robot 

can speak with the public and handle their enquiries on 

its own, but then it can also talk to the operations 

room like any regular policeman serving the 

public.

As for the expense of using robots, 

Al Razouki stressed that the Dubai 

Police General Headquarters never 

made cost the most important 

consideration in offering 

excellent services. He said, 

“We live in a smart city like 

Dubai, which is in the process 

of converting all its services 

to smart ones as soon as 

possible. And one of the 

most important measures in 

this regard is using a robot 

that serves policing needs.”

Accreditation of smart signature
About the fact that Dubai Police are the first 

government institution in the world to accredit smart 

signatures, using automation since 2016, Al Razouki 

stated that the process was used for police documents such as 

reports and notifications.

He added that documents could be signed by Dubai Police 

clients either within or outside the UAE, thanks to the 

smart signature service enabled by the robot. The 

signature is made with any pen on smart device 

that works by touch. And then the Dubai Police robot 

duplicates that signature on the document, and records the 

service, including the sound, image and location of client. 

Then it saves all the data for reference when needed.

Recruiter robot 
Saeed Al Farhan

Al Razouki said that the 

recruitment mechanism this year 

in the Dubai Police General Headquarters 

was “smart”, in keeping with the smart 

government transformation.

“Through partnership with the 

General Directorate of Human 

Resources at DPGHQ, we in the 

General Directorate of Smart 

Services wanted a job applicant 

to finish the procedure within 

minutes. The applicant’s data 

would be accessed through the 

Emirates ID, then the applicant 

would fill a criminal status sheet, 

then go through an intelligence 

test, and finally have an interview 

with the recruiter robot Saeed Al 

Farhan. “All these procedures take 

place electronically, without any human 

intervention,” said Al Razouki.

The General Directorate of Smart 

Services supports these technologies in 

a manner that takes into account special 

needs. The police robots can interact 

with people who have vision or hearing 

impairment or even those who are 

paralysed. There is a tech team always 

on high alert for anyone who needs help.

It is noteworthy that at Careers UAE 

2017, Dubai Police made an offer of 

146 jobs, including 120 jobs for non-

BRIGADIER DR KHALID 
NASSER AL RAZOUKI

Director General of Smart Services at 

the Dubai Police

Security And Safety For All COVER STORY
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Patrol robot
Deploying a patrol robot in 

places frequented by tourists 

makes Dubai a pioneer in yet another 

field of policing. To start with, tourist 

hotspots, e.g. the Downtown area near 

Burj Khalifa and similar places are being 

covered by the patrol. The robot is 

programmed to greet passersby and 

shake hands with them.

Through a touchscreen on the robot’s 

chest, the passersby can file reports on 

crimes and violations and also pay traffic 

fees immediately.  

The patrol robot is multi-lingual, and 

it can detect people from a distance 

of 10-20m. Then it approaches them, 

greets them, and asks them about what 

they might need. Dubai is the first city in 

the world to introduce such a robot for 

policing work.

A most interesting aspect of the 

patrol robot is that it can make its own 

decisions, like any human policeman. 

This it can do by virtue of a specific 

technology, numerical calculations and 

very sophisticated intelligent systems, 

without the operations room controlling 

the robot, except in rare circumstances.

Security And Safety For All
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commissioned officers and staff; 20 

specialised jobs in artificial intelligence, 

bioinformatics, specialised criminal 

clues, applied mathematics, statistics, 

chemistry, 3D printing, Internet of 

Things, social media analysis, and data 

protection; and six jobs to handicapped 

applicants. Priority in recruitment was 

given to the children of martyrs and 

to applicants who had finished their 

national and reserve service. Among 

the applicants were 128 male and 

female Emiratis, and 91 of them passed 

the tests and smart interviews with the 

robot Saeed Al Farhan. Four of these 

successful candidates were in the 

special needs category.

Dubai is the first city in 
the world to introduce 
such a robot for 
policing work

Security And Safety For All
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Crime scene robot
Plans for future deployment of 

robots by Dubai Police include 

their use in picking up dangerous clues 

from crime scenes. This project is being 

executed by five UAE students from 

Rashidiya School, Dubai, who won at the 

World Robotics Olympiad. 

The abovementioned robot can be 

remotely controlled. It is equipped with a 

camera, connected to a smartphone, to 

photograph the scene. This robot can be 

developed in future to detect poisonous 

gases.  

Major General Dr Abdul Quddus Abdul 

Razzaq Al Obaidly, Assistant Commander 

for Quality and Excellence, Dubai Police, 

spoke of the force’s full support for the 

youth and its keenness to encourage 

their innovative ideas. Al Obaidly added 

that the energy of the youth needed to 

be fully utilised to serve society.

He praised the five students and their 

voluntary initiative to make a police robot 

that would handle the more dangerous 

tasks. This, he said, showed that they 

cared about their country and also had 

Robots are expected to 
provide Dubai Police 
with many smart 
mechanisms, including 
a police station run 
completely without 
humans

a passion for exploiting science and 

technology for a greater level of security.

Plan 2030
It is expected that robots will 

constitute 25 per cent of Dubai 

Police personnel by 2030. It is also 

expected that all police buildings in 

Dubai would meet 50 per cent of their 

own energy needs by the same year. 

Robots are expected to provide Dubai 

Brigadier Dr Khalid Nasser Al Razouki, Director General of Smart Services at the Dubai Police General Headquarters, presenting the the first smart multi-lingual 
humanoid to join the Dubai Police force, during 4th session of the Gulf Information Security Exhibition and Conference (GISEC 2017)

COVER STORY
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UAE’s first Robocop ready 
to patrol the streets

The first real-life Robocops 

of the country have officially joined 

the fleet of the Dubai Police General 

Headquarters (DPGHQ) last May 21.

Alongside police forces, the first smart 

multi-lingual humanoids are equipped 

with face recognition technology, which 

can be used by residents and expats 

alike to report any crime and to pay traffic 

fines.

During a reception event attended by 

Lieutenant General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, 

Deputy Chairman of Police & General 

Security in Dubai, the newest members 

of the Dubai police force greeted the 

guests. The robot also showed patrol 

exhibitions during the 4th session of the 

Gulf Information Security Exhibition and 

Conference (GISEC 2017), held at Dubai 

World Trade Centre last month.

After its participation in GISEC 2017, the 

robot started its regular rounds in several 

high-dense residential areas in Dubai.

Brigadier General Dr Khalid Nasser Al 

Razouki, the General Director of Smart 

Services at DPGHQ highlighted that the 

first robot police adds another feather 

on DPGHQ’s cap to help spot and solve 

street crimes or violations. Al Razouki 

said, the unveiling of this humanoid shall 

help better policing works in the emirate 

The robot police officer 
has full capability to 
scan faces from 20 
metres away and bears 
a touchscreen on its 
chest which members 
of the public can use to 
report crimes

and in maintaining the safety and security 

in the streets of Dubai.

This, he said, is a milestone for DPGHQ 

in realizing the UAE’s vision of becoming 

a “smart” nation.

The robot police officer has full 

capability to scan faces from 20 metres 

away and bears a touchscreen on its 

chest which members of the public 

can use to report crimes. It also has a 

microphone which feeds directly to the 

Dubai Police call centres.

It’s also equipped with an artificial 

intelligence system, and has the ability 

to detect emotions through hand signals  

gestures up to 1.5 centimetre distance as 

precise as humans do. Whether a person is 

happy or sad, this robot would know.

When patrolling the streets of Dubai, the 

robot can identify wanted criminals and 

help the police arrest them by sending 

videos directly to its DPGHQ control centre.

Aside from its policing capabilities, 

residents and expats may use the robot 

to benefit from the smart services offered 

by Dubai Police. Thanks to an integrated 

tablet inside it, the humanoid can accept 

payments made through credit cards, 

a matter which strengthens costumers 

service.

Finally, the robot can offer various 

services in six languages, including Arabic 

and English. Not to mention the ability to 

chat, react, answer enquiries, shake hands, 

and greet.

Police with many smart mechanisms, 

including a police station run completely 

without humans.
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LET’S VOLT IN!

CRIME-FIGHTING
ROBOTS

TOP

6
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BY JASPER VALDEZ

From space rovers to 3D-printed houses, autonomous cars to holograms, human ingenuity continues to take us into 

wondrous new territories. “Well, what can technology do next?” we keep asking ourselves.

As the world has come to accept – and even expect – giant leaps in software and hardware development, one of the 

fastest growing areas in technology is robotics. Humans have long been familiar with the idea of robots, as these have been 

an integral part of science fiction. Now robots are in the real world, doing a lot of jobs from cleaning homes to dealing with 

crimes. Here’s a look at the most significant crime-fighting robots doing duty around the world.
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THE ANBOT
Where: Zhengzhou, China

When: 2016

Developed by the National Defence University in China for 

the Zhengzhou railway station, this 149cm tall security robot 

resembles the Star Wars droid R2D2. 

Packing a system of high-definition cameras for faster 

facial recognition and with speeds reaching up to 18kmph, 

the Anbot efficiently performs its job of policing larger areas 

of interest. Equipped with a taser, it can flatten any wrong-

doers.

It also comes with sensors that analyse changes in 

temperature and in-air quality to alert authorities of fires or 

other emergencies.

ROBOGUARD
Where: Pohang, South Korea

When: 2012

Furnished with state-of-the-art 3D cameras and a 

uniquely developed software for recognising behaviour, 

the Roboguard is tailor-made for surveying prison cells and 

inmates.

With built-in communication capabilities, the Roboguard 

can easily and speedily alert authorities when prison fights 

break out or unlawful behaviour is detected.

The two-way radio attached to the robot’s system enables 

the controller to communicate with prisoners directly without 

any risks.

INTERCEPTOR DRONE
Where: Tokyo, Japan

When: December 2015

If the Netherlands trains eagles to capture unwanted 

drones, the Japanese have opted for a tech strategy to seize 

unauthorised unmanned aircraft that fly over the country’s 

critical government assets.

Tokyo’s Metropolitan Police Department established a 

special unit composed of cops trained to operate six-rotor 

drones, e.g. DJI Spreading Wings S900, that are equipped 

with 3m by 2m nets.

The Japanese government deployed the net-wielding 

interceptor drone when anti-nuclear activists sent a fleet of 

drones carrying non-harmful amounts of radioactive sand to 

the roof of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s house.

Tokyo MPD said that the net-wielding drones would also 

provide safety to civilians, considering that shooting down 

suspicious drones could injure bystanders.
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PACKBOT BOMB DETECTION DEVICE
Where: Brazil

When: June-July 2014, August 2016

In the past three years, Brazil hosted two major sports 

events – the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Summer 

Olympics – that brought tens of thousands of spectators from 

all over the world.

Of course, Brazilian police wanted to keep these people 

safe from any forms of security threats, including explosions. 

To ensure safety throughout the events, the cops in the 

country deployed model 510 PackBots that worked to 

perform bomb detection and disposal. The PackBots are also 

equipped with mechanical wire cutters.

The 65-pound surveillance and reconnaissance robot can 

operate both in land and water, climb stairs and move at 

about 10kmph.

GIANT TRAFFIC HUMANOID 
Where: Kinshasa and Lubumbashi cities, Democratic 

Republic of Congo

When: 2013 to present

This giant traffic policeman… oops, robot, is not someone 

even the most unruly motorists and pedestrians can ignore.

City officials in the Democratic Republic of Congo installed 

giant solar-powered robot traffic cops in Kinshasa and 

Lubumbashi to push people into following traffic rules and 

reduce road accidents.

The massive humanoids wear sunglasses and can raise 

red and green flags to assist pedestrians on busy roads.

The Women’s Technology-designed robots are also armed 

with surveillance cameras that record road footage. The 

footage is sent to the police to identify potential dangerous 

driving.
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Photo credit: defense-update.com

Photo credit: www.africa21online.com

RIOT-CONTROL DRONE
Where: Uttar Pradesh, India

When: 2015

Specifically built to manoeuvre itself through air, this drone 

is designed for the suppression of mass brawls and riots.

Powered by eight rotating motors, each fitted with 16-inch 

propellers, the ‘skunk’ drones levitate above key areas of 

disturbance, showering disruptors with tear-gas imbued 

pellets while simultaneously firing paintballs from above.

The drone comes equipped with on-board speakers 

intended for crowd communication and bright strobe lights 

and eye-safe lasers that harmlessly disperse the crowds.

Completing its inventory of amazing specs is a thermal-

imaging camera, an HD surveillance camera, and an 

on-board microphone fashioned for efficient and accurate 

identification of lawbreakers.
Photo credit: media.salon.com
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e-mail: conmix@conmix.com • website: www.conmix.com

CONMIX LTD. was established in the year 1975. With Head Quarter in Sharjah, it has multilple manufacturing facilities internationally. The company 
follows a quality management system certified to ISO 9001, maintaining quality assurance in design, development, production, installation and 
service. The company’s products meet the relevant international standards and are currently being exported to more than 30 countries. 

• Ready Mix Concrete • Pre Mix Plaster 
• Construction Chemicals • Water Treatment

Ready Mix Concrete
CONMIX LTD. manufactures, designs and 
supplies Ready Mix Concrete complying 
with specific customer needs. Through its 
team of experienced engineers and 
concrete technologists, the company can 
supply high-performance durable concrete 
for all applications and requirements.

Pre Mix Plaster
With state-of-art dry mortar plants 
located at Jebel Ali and Ras Al 
Khaimah, the company is one of the 
leading manufacturers in the Middle 
East. We are offering a wide range of 
Pre Mix Plasters, Mortars, and 
decorative Paints.

Construction Chemicals
CONMIX construction chemicals are 
being used in various sectors of the 
construction industry such as aviation, 
water, oil & gas, infrastructure, 
industrial, residential, power, etc.

Water Treatment
CONMIX offers tailor-made engineered 
systems and chemical additives for 
treatment of waste water, potable water 
and industrial water that are applicable 
in cooling towers, boilers, chillers, 
swimming pools, etc.
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ROBOTS: WILL THEY 
REPLACE US OR 
WORK WITH US?

AS MORE AND MORE FUNCTIONS ARE AUTOMATED, CLAIMS THAT 
HUMANOIDS WILL REPLACE OUR JOBS ARE COMMONPLACE – BUT 999 LISTS 
THE REASONS WHY HUMANS WILL LIKELY FIND THEMSELVES WORKING SIDE 

BY SIDE WITH ROBOTS, RATHER THAN BEING REPLACED BY THEM

BY ABDUL BASIT

T
he UAE is on the road towards 

achieving its goal of a “smart” 

society. More and more 

services are being automated, 

including some policing services that 

are powered by artificial intelligence (AI). 

Globally, the advent of smart technology, 

e.g. the self-driving car and factory floor 

robots, has proved that machines can do 

many jobs better, more accurately and 

tirelessly than humans. The present-day 

AI is so advanced that it can even handle 

the less specialised tasks in the fields of 

law or journalism.

We all know that robotic technology 

is now being used in several industries, 

from hospitality (for serving food in 

restaurants) to finance (for greeting new 

customers at the bank and helping them 

to get started). In Dubai, robots have 

sold tickets at the Dubai Aquarium. From 

packing boxes in warehouses to helping 

with a surgery, they can do a range of 

tasks.

Security And Safety For All
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What does that mean for the future of 

employment? Will robots work with us or 

against us? It is worth remembering at this 

Military services

Some of the most high-tech and 

important robots used today are military 

robots. These state-of-the-art machines 

save lives by performing extremely 

dangerous tasks. Some common robots 

used by the military are Explosive 

Ordinance Disposal (EOD) robots, which 

can examine suspicious packages and 

surrounding areas to find and even 

deactivate improvised explosive devices 

and mines.

Coco, Android Lady Robot from etisalat, interacts with students at the Dubai World Trade Centre
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point that robots cannot – as yet – create 

themselves. Humans are the creators of 

these robots, and humans programme the 

robots to suit people’s needs. Therefore, 

humans are so far the masters of all 

robots.

“At the end of the day, humans still need 

to operate, monitor, maintain and inspect 

the work of the robots. This means, robots 

will still rely on us humans,” said Irene 

Corpuz, Head of the Information Security 

Section at an Abu Dhabi Government 

entity, speaking to 999. 

About how robots would help humans 

at the workplace, Corpuz replied, “Health 

care, education and social services are the 

Car production

Robots are used in the automobile 

industry. These high-powered machines 

have mechanical arms with tools, wheels 

and sensors that make them ideal for 

assembly line jobs. Not only do robots 

help save on manufacturing costs, but 

they also perform tough tasks at a pace no 

human could possibly manage. Automotive 

industry robots can perform a wide range 

of tasks such as installation, painting and 

welding, and aren’t restricted by fatigue or 

health risks.

Surgery

Robot-assisted surgery has truly changed 

the face of medicine by expanding 

surgeons’ capabilities in ways that no 

human could. Surgical robots are directed 

by human surgeons who use a computer 

console to move instruments attached to 

robot arms. The surgeon’s movements 

are translated by a computer and then 

performed on the patient by the robot. 

Today’s surgical robots are so advanced 

that it’s possible for surgeons to perform 

remote surgery without physically being 

in the operating room or even in the same 

country.

Fields where robots are vital

TECHNOLOGY

At the end of the day, 
humans still 
need to 
operate, 
monitor, 
maintain 
and inspect 
the work 
of the 
robots

IRENE CORPUZ
Head of the Information Security

Section at an Abu Dhabi Government entity
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Kaspar is designed with a simple profile so as not 
to confuse children with too much information
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key areas where robots are a big help for 

human beings.”

She added, “Even before these become 

‘full-blown’ robots, educating children in 

how to build their own robots is already 

something that contributes to the children’s 

creative and innovative mind. A full-blown 

robot helps depending on what it was 

designed for. What I can see in the UAE is 

the high-level of support for STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics) 

and robotics, particularly for children.”

Interactive robots

During the last Gulf Information 

Technology Exhibition (GITEX, on March 

29–April 1) in Dubai, we saw robots that 

could have a conversation with people. 

Aided by AI, they could have an interactive 

discussion. People who are introverts or 

those who fear being judged can benefit 

from talking to these robots. They may also 

be useful for students who want to have a 

study companion.

Kaspar the robot who 
sings and plays an 
instrument can help 
children with autism 
with social skills

Space exploration

One of the most amazing areas of 

robotics is the use of robots in space. 

These machines give astronauts the 

chance to explore space in the most mind-

boggling ways. The most commonly used 

space robots are the Remotely Operated 

Vehicle and the Remote Manipulator 

System, which are both used in a variety of 

space missions.

“Another area where robots to be 

tapped is in the police [force]. Like the 

movie RoboCop, I think, robots can be 

the best defence when dealing with 

really dangerous criminals, ensuring the 

safety of our policemen,” Corpuz said.

In health care, there are already robotic 

parts that can replace amputated arms or 

legs of humans. “I’ve also seen initiatives 

on autism for which robots can be used,” 

she said. 

Persons with autism have extreme 

difficulty communicating with normal 

people, but they may respond better 

to robots, as robots have endless 

patience. Developed by the University 

of Hertfordshire, a robot named Kaspar 

who sings, imitates eating and plays an 

instrument has been helping children with 

autism in England with their social skills.

Underwater exploration

Underwater robots have radically 

changed the way we see the world from 

the ocean floor. Underwater robots can 

dive longer and deeper than any human, 

and they provide an up-close look at 

marine life. These amazing machines are 

equipped with sensors, high-definition 

cameras, wheels and other technology to 

assist scientists when they explore docks, 

ocean floors, dams, ship bellies and other 

surfaces.

Duct cleaning

This is done best by a robot that can 

fit into these hazardous and tight spaces. 

Robots provide a more effective and 

efficient cleaning than manual brushes. 

It’s also safer for industrial and institutional 

markets to use robots because workers 

are not exposed to harmful chemicals or 

enzymes that come from dust mites. 

Investigating 

 Robots such as the Scout Throwable 

Robot are used by law enforcement 

agencies and fire departments to help find 

information about people stuck inside a 

building, and it even can detect grenades 

or explosives in the area.
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Hazardous environments

Talking about other advantages of 

robots, Corpuz explained, “The best areas 

in which robots can take over human jobs 

are the tedious and dangerous ones. 

Robots can go to environments where 

humans may face dangers, or they can 

carry out tasks that are hazardous. Robots 

then can go beneath the sea, volcanoes, 

outer space explorations, or respond in 

disasters.

JP Gownder, vice president and 

principal analyst at Forrester Research, 

wrote in an analysis that an economy in 

which humans and robots work together 

might experience change but not the one 

many fear about.

 “While many observers dread a 

drastic contraction in overall employment 

because of the advent of robot labour, 

Forrester predicts a more nuanced future, 

in which automation creates jobs to offset 

the human jobs it eliminates,” Gownder 

said.

The McKinsey Global Institute analysed 

the work activities of more than 800 

occupations in the US to determine what 

percentage of a job could be automated 

using current technology. It turns out, a 

small fraction of jobs are either entirely 

automatable or entirely robot-proof. That 

leaves a large percentage where humans 

and robots can work together.

In the construction industry, robots can 

make a significant difference in the future. 

While construction has seen massive 

technological advancements and has 

minimised the risk of minor and fatal injuries, 

there is still enough scope for improving 

robotics to take on complex tasks and 

reduce construction time and quality.

In tech-forward Japan, companies have 

been experimenting with the use of robots 

and smart construction technology as the 

country lacks skilled workers to operate 

heavy machines like bulldozers. The Asian 

country is hosting the 2020 Olympics and 

needs massive infrastructure to be built 

within the stipulated time frame.

Photo credit: www.vision.ae

Forrester predicts a 
more nuanced future, 
in which 
automation 
creates jobs 
to offset the 
human jobs 
it eliminates

JP GOWNDER
Vice President and Principal Analyst at 

Forrester Research

TECHNOLOGY
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Dubai’s Terminal 3, 
which is dedicated 
for Emirates airline, 
provides self-check-
in, which means 
passengers don’t need 
to go to any counter for 
getting their boarding 
passes and leaving their 
luggage

Robots in the UAE

The UAE is not far behind in the robotics 

race; the country has done a lot and 

planning to do more. There are a couple of 

examples that almost all of us have seen.

Dubai’s Terminal 3, which is dedicated 

for Emirates airline, provides self-check-in, 

which means passengers don’t need to go 

to any counter for getting their boarding 

passes and leaving their luggage.

Similarly, UAE residents and nationals of 

a select group of countries can use smart 

gates instead of going to immigration 

officers at Dubai International Airport. 

Therefore, the workload of Emirates staff 

and immigration officers has been reduced 

and passengers are also happy.

In the UAE, a fast food chain has already 

installed electronic kiosks across the 

country at its outlets for taking order. 

Pharmacy robot

Earlier this year, Dubai Health Authority 

(DHA) inaugurated its first ‘robot’ pharmacy 

at Rashid Hospital. The smart pharmacy is 

deploying a robot for the first time in the 

UAE for dispensing prescribed medication. 

The robot can dispense prescribed 

medication at the click of a button, based on 

a barcode, thus minimising any human error. 

The DHA will soon begin using robots in all 

its hospitals. 

“Robotics is one of the latest technologies 

adopted by the health authority to meet the 

2016-2021 strategy, which aims to achieve a 

happy and healthy society,” said Humaid Al 

Qatami, Chairman of the Board and Director 

General of DHA.

The pharmacy robot, which can fill around 

12 prescriptions in less than a minute, has 

started serving customers, significantly 

reducing a person’s waiting time. The 

dispensing process is paper-free as the 

robot stores a prescription as soon as a 

doctor documents it electronically. The 

robot’s memory can hold information on 

around 35,000 different medicines. While 

it dispenses the medicine, the human 

pharmacist can focus on instructing patients 

on the right way of taking the medicine.

Dubai Health Authority (DHA) inaugurates its first “robot” pharmacy at Rashid Hospital that can 
dispense prescribed medication

Robotics is one of the 
latest technologies 
adopted by 
the health 
authority 
to meet the 
2016-2021 
strategy

HUMAID AL QATAMI
Chairman of the Board and Director General 

of DHA
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

A  
lot of people admire the UAE’s policy and its orientation 

towards supporting the youth. The majority of these 

people that interest the youth is a result of the UAE’s 

demographics – the country has a very high percentage of young 

people. But the truth is completely different.

If we accept what the abovementioned people believe, then we 

would have to suppose that the majority of Arab countries would 

adopt the same policy as the UAE regarding the youth, banking 

on their abilities and investing in those abilities. However, this is 

not so. Studies and reports show that what the UAE youth have, 

their peers in other countries do not have. 

And when we say UAE youth, we do not 

mean citizens only. International data show 

that this country is a favourite by young 

expats, both for working and studying.

The UAE places great emphasis on 

education, makes it a priority area, declares 

initiatives targeting the youth, and allocates 

funds to meet the needs of the youth, 

which could be rare in other Arab countries.

All this is done with the aim of empowering the UAE youth to 

confront the great challenges of these times. The mind, when it is 

aware and strong, can protect a person from any threats before 

them, particularly the two threats of extremism and terrorism.

Preparing the youth to face these challenges is not the 

responsibility of the state alone, but by the family as well that 

must assume a significal role in building their character and 

values. We must ask about the time spent by parents with their 

children as teachers and mentors. We must also ask about the 

activities of young people and their prioritisation on the basis of 

importance and relevance. And then, we must ask about the 

participation of the youth in the initiatives and programmes 

WHY THE YOUTH MORE 
THAN OTHERS?

Maysa Rashed is a prominent UAE writer 
interested in local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

The mind, when it is 
aware and strong, 
can protect a person 
from any threats 
before them

launched by the country particularly for them. All this pertains 

to the role of the family.

We cannot deny that there is an elite amongst our youth and 

the UAE must be proud of them. However, we notice that this 

elite receives support and attention more than others, 

although they have no need to be under the spotlight, 

because of the abilities and awareness that they already have.

We hope that UAE programmes for the youth focus on the 

segment that suffers from mental and behavioural problems, 

rather than lavishing attention on those who are quite aware 

and mature.

The care and trust given by the UAE to 

the youth, from the day the country saw 

them as a section of society capable of 

becoming the world’s best, especially in 

ideas and morals, prompt us to expect 

equal support for all categories of youth.

We need a social centre to discover and 

analyse the negative phenomena afflicting 

the youth, be they students or people on the first rung of their 

career ladder.

The youth have potential, and we need to invest in that 

potential before it is lost.

We need to increase awareness amongst them as a 

deterrent for vice and wrong-doing. They must shoulder their 

responsibilities according to the challenges they face, as they 

are the fuel of the present and the future of any country. 

Focusing on the elite while ignoring others will make those 

who are left out resort to extreme habits. And this is just what 

the UAE does not want. This is the answer to the question that 

we raised in the column headline: why the youth more than 

others?

The UAE’s special attention to the younger members of society is 
usually attributed to demographics. The truth is that without this 
care – and unless the care is distributed equally – the spectre of 
extremism may rise 

COLUMN
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DOs AND 
DON’Ts DURINGRamadan

THIS MONTH IS A PERFECT TIME TO UNDERSTAND MORE 
ABOUT ISLAM AND BE INTEGRATED BETTER WITH UAE SOCIETY. 

CONSIDERATION IS ALL IT TAKES

BY JASPER VALDEZ

CULTURESecurity And Safety For All

B
esides being an economic 

powerhouse, the UAE is a 

melting pot of culture, people, 

and traditions. With its tolerant 

attitude towards different beliefs and 

customs, it’s a modern-day paradise for 

individuals in different walks of life.

Its atmosphere of inclusivity has drawn 

many expats to the UAE. As more than 

200 nationalities chose to live and work 

here – many are Muslims and many are 

not. While all communities and religions 

are free to follow their ways of life, the 

overarching principles of the country are 

drawn from Islam. And Ramadan, which 

we’re observing this month, is the holiest 

time for Muslims.

This is a time for introspection and 

spiritual progress. It is the sacred tradition 

of fasting undertaken by our Muslim 

brethren, as a way of mental and physical 

cleansing. Falling in the ninth month in the 

Islamic Calendar, fasting is one of the Five 

Pillars of Islam.

Whether a resident or an expat, as 

a non-Muslim, you need to keep some 

things in mind during Ramadan. Some of 

these guidelines apply to all other months, 

but Ramadan requires more considerate 

behaviour.

36 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL JUNE 2017
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Both men and women – are 
asked to dress conservatively 
whenever they visit

If possible, attend talks about 
Ramadan that are open to 
the public, to understand the 
origin of these traditions

If possible, offer to help 
them out with some of the 
load

Peak traffic will occur earlier 
than normal, 7am – 9am and 
1pm – 3pm

Dos during this sacred month

Show respect to Muslims

There may be aspects of the tradition 

that we’re not aware of, but that doesn’t 

give us the licence to question other 

people’s beliefs. If possible, attend talks 

about Ramadan that are open to the 

public, to understand the origin of these 

traditions. 

Expats and tourists alike may visit the 

Abu Dhabi Portal (www.abudhabi.ae) for 

all details regarding Islam in the country. 

Dress appropriately 

The UAE has a conservative, yet fairly 

respectful stance of individual rights and 

freedoms when it comes to clothing, 

Lend a hand to colleagues

Since a lot of your colleagues are fasting, 

they may feel tired halfway through the 

work day. If possible, offer to help them out 

with some of the load. The gesture will be 

appreciated. Assuming iftar (the first meal 

after the evening prayer) falls during your 

Be aware that office hours will change 

This will in turn affect traffic patterns. 

Peak traffic will occur earlier than normal, 

7am – 9am and 1pm – 3pm. An additional 

rush hour occurs at 8pm – midnight.

Do avoid driving close to sunset

Try not to add the load of cars on the 

streets by avoiding driving during this peak 

hours. The roads would surely be filled 

with people rushing to break the fast at iftar 

celebrations. Remember many drivers will 

not have had anything to eat or drink all day 

so exercise caution.

This doesn’t mean dressing  uncomfortably. 

All it means that you should wear long 

trousers instead of shorts, and longer sleeved 

clothes instead of sleeveless vests and off-

shoulder tops in public places.

The Zayed House for Islamic Culture (ZHIC) 

being one of the most reputed Islam centres 

in the UAE also imparts knowledge about the 

religion.

office hours, ask if you can bring anything 

as a token of respect.

but during Ramadan, it’s expected that all 

individuals should dress more modestly just 

as regularly in the UAE, without showing skin, 

so as not to attract stares. 

The Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture 

Authority urges everyone to adhere to 

tradition. “We do not advise a specific dress 

code during Ramadan. Non-Muslims – both 

men and women – are asked to dress 

conservatively whenever they visit,” said 

Mohammed K Al Dhaheri, the strategy and 

policy director of the Authority.

Remember many drivers 
will not have had anything 
to eat or drink all day so 
exercise caution
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No drinking, eating, or smoking in public

A well-known aspect of Ramadan is 

fasting. It is seen as a way to make the 

devotee empathise with the less fortunate. 

It’s also a time to erase worldly pleasures 

and desires in mind, shifting the one’s 

focus to faith. While non-Muslim expats and 

visitors aren’t required to fast, they also 

aren’t supposed to eat, drink or smoke in 

public.

As per article 313 of the UAE Federal 

penal code, “A fine not exceeding Dh2,000 

Avoid fights

The holy month of Ramadan is seen as 

a peaceful undertaking. That’s why it is 

frowned upon if anyone gets into disputes 

during the sacred month. Always stay 

away from doing things that may offend 

devotees during this time of the year. 

Don’t play loud music

During Ramadan, the majority of Muslims 

spend their time solemnly praying inside 

homes or mosques. It is considered 

inappropriate to listen to any type of 

loud music during this holy period. Don’t 

play loud music at any time in your car, 

on the beach or even at home. You can 

play music; just make sure it can’t be 

Don’ts during this sacred month

Don’t swear in public 

Although swearing is forbidden in the 

UAE at all times, it is frowned upon and 

is particularly offensive during this time. 

Irrespective of the person’s nationality or 

context, swearing is a crime punishable by 

law in the country. Article 373 of the UAE 

Penal Code clearly states that: “Detention 

for a period not exceeding one year or 

a fine not exceeding Dh10,000 shall be 

imposed upon anyone who, by any means 

of publicity, disgraces the honour or the 

modesty of another person.”

or a jail term of not more than one month 

shall be slapped against fast-breakers 

in public during the daytime in the holy 

month of Ramadan.”

A fine not exceeding 
Dh2,000 or a jail term of not 
more than one month shall 
be slapped against fast-
breakers in public

Always stay away from 
doing things that may offend 
devotees

It is considered 
inappropriate to listen to 
any type of loud music 
during this holy period

Detention for a period not 
exceeding one year or a fine 
not exceeding Dh10,000 shall 
be imposed upon anyone who 
publicly disgraces the honour 
or the modesty of another 
person

Follow regulations, and see to it that in 

whatever you do, no one else is affected.

heard outside your car or home and use 

headphones on the beach.

Meanwhile, punishment by a fine not 

exceeding Dh5,000 shall be imposed if 

slander or abuse occurs face to face with 

the victim alone without the presence of a 

third party, because it affects the honour 

or injures the reputation of a person.

CULTURE
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COLUMN

WE STAND TOGETHER DESPITE 
DIFFERENCES

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy firm

In the holy month of Ramadan, non-Muslim expats would do well to join 
in the spirit of this occasion and support those keeping a fast

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

M
y first experience of the holy month of Ramadan 

came way back in 2003 when I was fortunate 

enough to be teaching in Afghanistan.

I vividly recall the training mission in Kabul where I was based, 

living and working alongside a number of local people whom I 

was very soon proud to call colleagues and friends.

We followed a common purpose, pursued the same goals 

– metaphorically, you might say, we sang from the same hymn 

sheet. But the metaphor stumbles, because 

seen in real terms, nothing could be further 

from the truth.

You see, my friends, the one thing that 

defined us, the good people of Kabul and I, 

was our faith, our religion, our belief system, I 

am Christian; they are Muslims. Or at least, 

maybe not our belief system per se, rather 

the divisions within that system, not the 

destination, but the road that we’ve taken to 

get there.

Sadly, there are so many differences 

between our faiths that bring division, suspicion, resentment. 

And yet, so much of this disharmony is the result of careless 

intolerance.

Differences, yes, there will always be differences in a diverse 

society such as ours. Because each and every one of us is 

unique, we view the world in different hue and from differing 

perspectives. There’s nothing wrong with that. We are all 

brothers and sisters under the skin and the Creator loves us all 

equally and without prejudice, no matter our colour or creed.

As expats, we 
need to be 
sensitive to the 
customs and 
traditions of our 
host country

Things only begin to go a bit wobbly when we become 

insensitive to that diversity, and try to impose our own values on 

others.

Whether Christian or Muslim, whether Buddhist or Baptist, whether 

Hindu or even the non-believers, it matters not – it is our individual 

choice. The crucial thing is that whatever we choose, we should be 

allowed to follow unmolested. 

Going back for a moment to my Afghan friends, I can still recall 

very clearly how they used to struggle through 

Ramadan, especially the young men needing 

fuel for their energy – tired and hungry. It was 

very hard to effectively lose ninety-nine per 

cent of the workforce for a month, but at least 

they made up for it after Eid, with a refreshed 

and renewed energy boundless again.

As expats, we need to be sensitive to the 

customs and traditions of our host country, to 

respect their way of life, particularly in that 

small part of each year, just as they do ours for 

the other eleven months. Sometimes we tend 

to forget how what seems to us to be such a trivial matter can really 

offend cultural sensibility. 

The secret, then, if there is one, is I guess to ‘live and let live’, but 

with a degree of respect, dignity and sensitivity for our Muslim 

friends and neighbours. To help them get through their fasting 

period, and then to celebrate with them the glorious Eid-al-Fitr, a 

time not only of feast, but also of reflection and forgiveness.

When you think about it, it’s not much to ask – a month of 

tolerance and ‘cutting a little slack’.
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WORK-CAREER

BIG THINGS 
CAN COME
IN SMALL PACKAGES

ITS TINY LANDMASS NOTWITHSTANDING, THE UAE HAS MADE GIANT 
STRIDES IN ENSURING POLITICAL STABILITY, OVERALL SECURITY, 

AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT. RANKED 2ND INTERNATIONALLY ON 
THE WEF TRAVEL AND TOURISM COMPETITIVENESS INDEX IN TERMS 

OF SECURITY, ITS ACHIEVEMENTS ARE AGAIN VALIDATED 

BY BUENA BERNAL

BUSINESS
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T
he UAE leadership’s constant 

striving towards excellence in 

all aspects of governance is 

validated time and again by the 

country’s high ranking on international 

indices.

We saw such validation when the UAE 

was named as one of the top performers in 

the World Economic Forum (WEF) Travel & 

Tourism Competitiveness Index 2017.

The index, which measured the 

competitiveness of 136 countries around 

the world, ranked the UAE 29th globally 

and the most travel and tourism (T&T) 

competitive country in the region by far. Its 

performance continues to improve (rising 

1.4% in score since 2015); the country 

welcomed 14.4 million international visitors 

in 2015, 4 million more than two years 

earlier. 

The report said the country continues to 

offer an outstanding business environment 

to invest in T&T activities (5th), with 

advanced ICT readiness (15th) and one of 

the best air transport infrastructures in the 

world (3rd), in terms of both connectivity 

and quality of the service. It is also one of 

the most secure destinations worldwide 

(2nd), and has a well-developed hospitality 

and entertainment infrastructure (27th). 

How things can improve

The WEF report suggests that the UAE 

can “improve its competitiveness further”. 

The country is in the bottom half in terms 

of openness. The WEF prescribes easing 

of restrictions when it comes to entry of 

international visitors. Expansion of health 

facilities and making better use of its 

natural resources is also recommended.

“While the UAE has significantly 

developed certain segments of cultural 

tourism, including international conferences 

and car racing, natural tourism remains an 

untapped resource for the country,” WEF 

explains.

Business environment

The UAE has unparalleled stability and 

is focused on consistently growing its 

economy. Investors have nothing to fear 

about their assets in the UAE.

Industries not linked to oil, the traditional 

profit sources of Middle Eastern countries, 

are strong in the UAE.

Amazon, amongst the world leaders in 

e-commerce, is expanding in the Middle 

East. With its purchase of the homegrown 

firm Souq.com, it is reportedly eyeing 

headquarters in Dubai from which to run 

regional operations.

The UAE’s own startups in the 

e-commerce sector are taking advantage 

of emerging markets. Local versions of 

transport and electronic payment services 

are coming up amid the rise of the on-

demand economy.

UAE IN GLOBAL RANKING

1st The most travel and tourism competitive country in the region

2nd Most secure destination worldwide

3rd Best air transport infrastructure in the world (in terms of both connectivity and 

quality of the service)

5th Outstanding business environment to invest in T&T activities

15th Advanced ICT readiness

29th UAE’s global ranking in travel and tourism competitiveness

BUSINESS
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Top 20 countries on the WEF Travel 

and Tourism Competitiveness Index on 

Safety and Security

1. Finland - rating: 6.65

2. UAE - 6.6

3. Iceland - 6.57

4. Oman - 6.49

5. Hong Kong - 6.47

6. Singapore - 6.45

7. Norway - 6.41

8. Switzerland - 6.41

9. Rwanda - 6.39

10. Qatar - 6.33

11. Luxembourg - 6.32

12. Portugal - 6.32

13. New Zealand - 6.31

14. Austria - 6.28

15. Estonia - 6.26

16. Sweden - 6.22

17. Slovenia - 6.2

18. Spain - 6.16

19. Netherlands - 6.14

20. Morocco - 6.14

Travel and tourism competitiveness indicators

14.2 million 
International tourist arrivals in the UAE

$16.04 billion 
(Dh58.9bn)

International tourism inbound receipts 

in the UAE

$1,129.40 
(Dh4,148.29)

Average receipts per tourist arrival in 

the UAE

4.2%  
Percentage of the UAE’s gross 

domestic product (GDP) driven by the 

tourism sector

$17.66 billion 
(Dh64.8bn)

Amount contributed by tourism to the 

UAE’s GDP

5.7%  
Percentage of jobs in the UAE driven 

by tourism

329,772   
Jobs produced by the tourism sector 

in the UAE 

Source: WEF Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2017
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MAKING
FIRE SAFETY
A TOP PRIORITY

THE UPDATED SAFETY CODE PROMISES TO CURB MANY RISKS AND 
SHORTEN THE RESPONSE TIME IN AN EMERGENCY. 999 SPOTLIGHTS HOW 

FIRE INCIDENTS CAN BE AVOIDED IN THE UAE, WHERE CLIMATE HEIGHTENS 
THE RISK OF A BLAZE, AMIDST THE EXTREME HEAT

BY ABDUL BASIT
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FIRE SAFETY

T
he UAE’s move towards 

ground-breaking changes 

in infrastructure and smart 

technologies is designed to 

bring down the risk of major fire incidents.

The country has this year overhauled its 

Fire Safety and Life Protection Code, with 

tough penalties for violators. The code 

guidelines have doubled, as the new code 

consists of 1,562 pages, compared to 707 

pages in the previous code, issued in 2011.

In order to develop tomorrow’s 

strategies of prevention and protection, 

the General Directorate of Dubai Civil 

Defence continues to study and apply 

concepts of innovation, said Major General 

Rashid Al Matroushi, Director General 

of Dubai Civil Defence. “We’re always 

seeking to mitigate the loss of life and 

property and our ultimate goal is to do this 

with innovation,” he said during an event 

in Dubai. “We’re using smart systems to 

reduce any risk to buildings. Every time 

we go higher, the risks are high and the 

procedures for prevention are higher.”

A new Civil Defence control room linked 

to real-time fire and safety information at 

airports, ports and commercial buildings is 

at the testing stage and it will be launched 

soon.
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SMART TECHNOLOGY

It is estimated that the majority of fire 

incidents in UAE buildings occur because 

of faulty electrical circuits and generators. 

Therefore, the government is working on 

innovative technology to manage such risks; 

nanotechnology will play an important role 

in it.

Dubai Civil Defence, in example, has 

already initiated using smart systems and 

technologies, which will turn buildings into 

smart buildings and help prevent fires. 

The department has begun employing 

nanotechnology as part of their work in the 

first quarter of 2017.

BETTER DESIGN

The new code also places a greater 

responsibility on all building stakeholders, 

including owners, contractors, consultants, 

engineers, community members and even 

tenants, in case of a fire.

It is very important to work with civil 

defence at the planning and design stages 

of any building construction. “When a 

building is evacuated, there should be 

assembly points and a rendezvous point 

for civil defence personnel. The building 

management should have a pre-arranged 

place to meet civil defence,” said Peter 

Stephenson, Associate Director of Fire 

46 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Engineering at Burohappold Engineering, 

during his presentation at the event. “This 

should be built into the design and that’s 

why it is important to have the involvement 

of civil defence throughout the whole 

design process.”

BUILDING MATERIALS

Speaking to 999, Sohail Zafar, 

Laboratory Manager of the UAE-based 

Material Lab, informed that the UAE had 

tougher laws compared to other parts of 

the region. “In the UAE, specifications are 

very strict as all consultants, architects, 

and other stakeholders need to meet the 

given criteria,” said Zafar.

Material Lab is one of the only two 

laboratories of its kind in the whole Middle 

East for testing building materials. It was 

set up in 2015.

Mohanned Awad, Regional 

Director for Business Development at 

Concorde-Corodex Group, providers 

of fire protection and environmental 

When a building is 
evacuated, there should 
be assembly points and 
a rendezvous 
point for  
civil defence 
personnel

PETER STEPHENSON
Associate Director of Fire Engineering at 

Burohappold Engineering

In the UAE, specifications 
are very strict as all 
consultants, architects, 
and other stakeholders 
need to meet the given 
criteria

FIRE SAFETY



We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan
May Allah return it upon us all with

goodness and blessings

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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management services, told 999 that the 

latest technologies adopted included a 

high-pressure system that could douse a 

fire with a very small amount of water. He 

added that the company had worked with 

UAE civil defence authorities for the past 

40 years, and “standards here are much 

higher than universal standards”.

The company spends a lot on research 

and development to create new innovative 

products. “The fire business is a unique 

business, and we learn from failures,” said 

Awad.

FIREFIGHTER PROTECTION

Industry experts mentioned that 

advanced technologies should be used to 

protect firefighters.

James Singeltary, Managing Director 

of R2 Squared, a decontamination and 

thermal insulation company, highlighted 

the need to protect firefighters, first 

responders, and forensic teams from toxic 

gases that remain on gear and clothing 

after they leave a fire scene.

“Firefighters are protected with their 

clothing, but it’s a toxic soup of gases 

inside,” said Singeltary. “We don’t know 

the short-term or long-term effect when 

they come out and remove their gear 

because then they are touching it.”

It is quite possible that forensic 

teams who keep equipment in personal 

vehicles could expose their families to 

the poisonous gases, causing severe 

headaches and nausea.

Dubai Civil Defence officials said that 

protective clothing, random blood tests 

and check-ups kept firefighters safe. “We 

have gas detection to detect the type 

of gas and also to detect how much the 

firefighter has inhaled,” said Lieutenant 

Colonel Ali Al Mutawa, Assistant Director 

General for Smart Services at Dubai Civil 

Defence. “We are monitoring every single 

firefighter in Dubai,” he added.

DRONES FOR HIGHRISES

Drones can also help civil defence in 

many ways. The department is testing 

drones for carrying firefighting equipment 

to burning highrise buildings and to locate 

the people trapped inside.

“We are mainly thinking how we can use 

the drones to lift equipment up to higher 

floors,” said Colonel Al Mutawa, speaking 

to 999. Some 15 drones are being tested 

and more devices will be commissioned. 

“The drones have a certain capacity in 

terms of bearing load. Hopefully, by the 

beginning of next year, we will use them,” 

he said.

The drones were also being used to 

The fire business is 
a unique 
business, 
and we 
learn from 
failures

MOHANNED AWAD
Director for Business Development at 

Concorde-Corodex Group

Firefighters are protected 
with their clothing, but 
it’s a toxic soup of gases 
inside
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All information about the 
building and the contact 
number of 
the person 
in charge 
will be with 
the control 
room

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALI 
AL MUTAWA

Assistant Director General for Smart 
Services at Dubai Civil Defencelocate the fire and, through live video 

streaming, help the fire commander to size 

up the situation, added Al Mutawa.

REAL-TIME INFORMATION

A new Dubai Civil Defence control room 

is being developed. As part of a testing 

phase, operators in April monitored huge 

screens inside the control room at the 

authority’s headquarters. The screens 

displayed live feeds and data from 

buildings across Downtown Dubai, Deira, 

Bur Dubai, Jebel Ali, the airports and from 

ships out at sea.

“The new command centre has a 

disaster command room manned by 29 

people round-the-clock. They scan the 

city to provide the best response time 

during emergencies,” said Major General Al 

Matroushi.

The 70m LED screen, weighing 6.5 

tonnes, is linked to 53,823 buildings in 

Dubai and can monitor ships up to 10 

miles off the coast. It can also monitor 

incoming and outgoing flights in case of 

emergencies.

“All information about the building and 

the contact number of the person in charge 

will be with the control room, so that quick 

action can be taken in any emergency, 

such as a fire or gas leak,” said Al Mutawa. 

“In case of sensitive buildings that, for 

The UAE’s revamped Fire Safety and Life 

Protection Code is a huge step towards eliminating 

some of the chief causes of big fires.

Launched in January 2017, the updated code 

will ensure that all new developments use fire-safe 

external cladding. Existing buildings will also have to 

comply with new maintenance standards.

This code now has 20 chapters and some 784 

3D illustrations that help engineers to comply with 

regulations and plan safer buildings.

The chapters added to the updated code include 

new requirements for villas; fire alert and alarm 

systems in residential buildings; requirements 

for boats in the marina, and how they should be 

docked.

Around 1,000 buildings across the UAE are believed 

to be covered in older-specification cladding panels. 

Building developers will be responsible for ensuring 

that the cladding on an existing building is adequately 

safe and durable. If not, then the cladding should be 

replaced when the building undergoes maintenance.

Industry specialists believe that the new fire safety 

code will make building owners and maintenance 

providers pay more attention to fire risks, particularly 

the type of cladding used and its life cycle.

Most cladding systems deteriorate and need to be 

replaced at some point during a building’s lifetime. A 

cladding system’s life cycle tends to range from 20 to 

50 years. This can be much less in the UAE because 

of the climate, exacerbated by poor maintenance.

instance, contain hazardous material, there 

is a predetermined set of resources the 

operator will mobilise.

“The airports are a free zone and are 

under the airport authority. If any incident 

related to an air crash happens inside the 

airport, the airport authority has its own 

private firefighting unit – they will be the 

lead and we will be the back-up.” 

Al Mutawa added, “But if there is a fire 

inside any building in any free zone, we will 

take the lead. Also, if any air crash takes 

place outside a free zone we will take the 

lead.”

Dubai Civil Defence control room with screens displaying live feeds and data from buildings across the emirate
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UAE INTRODUCES NEW, STIFFER FIRE SAFETY CODE

784
3D illustrations

1,000
Buildings to be inspected

20 
Chapters
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THERE ARE THINGS IN LIFE 
BEYOND CLASSROOMS

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator 
and writer on local issues; he currently heads the 

News Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

A review of the excellent Finnish education system shows how decreasing 
the pressure of long school hours and homework can help young minds 
blossom

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

I 
have watched a video report on the secret of the Finnish 

education system’s success. Finland occupies the first place in 

the whole world in terms of education quality.

At the beginning of this report, the Finnish minister of education 

said that doing away with homework was the secret of its success, 

as excessively intensive study exhausted a student’s mind and 

prevented them from properly absorbing the study material. The 

minister also noted that educational experiments demonstrated 

that children learnt better through playing.

The report informed us that once, both 

Finland and Austria were amongst the 

bottom-ranked countries on this list.

However, Finland did not accept being 

stuck with such a low grade. It tried out new 

ideas, and within a very short time, it had shot 

up to the top in the field of education – its 

school students were now number one in the 

world.

How did this happen? In the video report, 

even before the interviewer could press the 

minister for an answer, the minister supplied 

the answer: “Our pupils and students have 

no homework.” 

“Did you reduce the homework for them?” asked the interviewer.

“Yes… yes. We must save for them more time to live their 

childhood, and to be youngsters, and enjoy their lives,” she 

answered.

Then, the interviewer met a number of children, and asked them, 

“How many hours was the duration of the last homework that you 

did?”

“Around 10 minutes,” replied one girl.

“10 minutes only?” exclaimed the interviewer.

Then the principal of a secondary school commented, “I believe 

that homework is basically obsolete now.”

“What if [the students] only climbed trees?” asked the interviewer.

Your mind needs 
a break. If you 
work and work 
continuously, 
you’ll reach a point 
where you can’t 
learn anymore

“Yes… they might only climb trees, but during the climbing, 

they’d discover different types of insects, then they’d come to me 

the next day and tell me what they had discovered,” answered one 

teacher.

“How many hours do the children spend daily in school?” asked 

the interviewer.

“Three hours on Monday, four hours on Tuesday, it all depends. 

But the total is 20 hours a week,” said the teacher.

“Then how can they achieve anything?” asked the interviewer.

“Your mind needs a break. If you work and 

work continuously, you’ll reach a point where 

you can’t learn anymore. So, it’s in vain that 

children stay in school for long hours,” said 

the teacher.

School is the place where you find your 

happiness, and also the place where you 

discover how to have access to the things 

that make you happy. Children need to bake, 

and to practise the arts, as the time available 

for them to live their childhood is very short. 

A school is all about the pupil. When we 

wanted to revamp school playgrounds, we 

asked engineers to come and talk to the school children. The 

children then said exactly what they wanted.

When our children have the time to play and grow as humans, 

they will realise that there are things in life beyond classrooms. 

What we need is to replicate the Finnish system. It should be 

printed out and kept on the table of every education officer in the 

country. It should also be hidden from our students, lest they die 

from grief at seeing how their own school day looks in 

comparison to that of the Finnish children. 

Finnish principals and teachers want students to play and 

realise that there are things in life beyond school, whereas we 

want our pupils to believe that there is nothing in life except 

school.
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MISSION
DRUG BUST

EVERY YEAR, JUNE 26 IS OBSERVED AS THE 
INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE 

AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING. BUT IN THE UAE, ALL 
365 DAYS ARE DESIGNATED FOR CONCERTED 

ACTION AGAINST THE BUSINESS OF NARCOTICS. 
THE RESULTS ARE OUTSTANDING

BY MAHA ISMAIL

Security And Safety For All
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T
he UAE has one of the world’s 

most vigilant law enforcement 

systems. One of the main tasks of 

this system, at the apex of which 

is the Ministry of Interior (MoI), is to uproot 

the illegal trade in narcotics. 

These substances, which devour a 

person’s life in exchange for very brief 

spikes of euphoria, can be destructive for 

a nation. This conflicts with the UAE’s goal 

of steadily improving social well-being 

indicators, and so the MoI’s war on drugs is 

tireless.

Coordinated action between all the 

police forces in the country lead to 

frequent seizure of drugs and the busting 

of narcotics gangs. These are some recent 

examples. 
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Social media dealer

The MoI helped the authorities in an 

Asian country to arrest a drug dealer 

named Erfan, who peddled his ware 

through social networks. His accomplices 

were also netted. It was the MoI that 

detected WhatsApp messages on pushing 

and delivering drugs.

Colonel Saeed Abdullah Al Suwaidi, 

Director General of the Anti-Narcotics 

General Directorate at the MoI, conveyed 

his deep thanks to the authorities for their 

response and cooperation. While tracing 

the phones, the MoI received help from 

several local and foreign agencies.

Al Suwaidi urged UAE citizens and 

residents to unhesitatingly report calls and 

messages that appear to be coming from 

drug peddlers. People are asked to use the 

Mokafih service, at the number 80044, or 

approach the anti-narcotics sections and 

departments throughout the country, as 

public involvement would strengthen the 

MoI’s efforts.

Captagon smugglers 

One of the most successful operations 

by Abu Dhabi Police involved stopping 

an attempt to sell more than 2.6 million 

Captagon pills. 

Outlining the operation, Brigadier Dr 

Rashid Bu Rasheed, Director of Criminal 

Investigations at Abu Dhabi Police, said 

that two Arab traffickers had planned to 

ILLEGAL DRUGS
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put the pills on a truck and then transport 

them to a neighbouring country. After 

surveillance, teams of investigators were 

set up to monitor the movement of the 

two traffickers, in coordination with the 

Anti-Narcotics General Directorate, Dubai 

Police. The Captagon pills were hidden 

in a villa under construction in the Abu 

Dhabi suburbs, and one of the suspects 

worked in the same villa. The two suspects 

were arrested red-handed. The truck and 

the Captagon pills were seized. Further 

investigation revealed that the two arrested 

were accomplices of another smuggler 

in a neighbouring country, and that they 

were going to transport the pills for a fee of 

$50,000 (Dh183,500). 

Cannabis grower

Another case that made headlines came 

when Abu Dhabi Police arrested a 28-year-

old Asian resident who was cultivating 

One of the most 
successful operations 
by Abu Dhabi Police 
involved stopping an 
attempt to sell more 
than 2.6 million Captagon 
pills

Unhesitatingly report 
calls and messages that 
appear to 
be coming 
from 
drug 
peddlers

COLONEL SAEED ABDULLAH 
AL SUWAIDI

Director General of the Anti-Narcotics 
General Directorate at the MoI
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cannabis plant at his home in the emirate. 

The plant can be used to create marijuana 

– though a mild drug, marijuana is also on 

the banned list in the UAE.

Brigadier Bu Rasheed said that the police 

seized the cannabis plants, some seeds 

meant for sowing, and about 600g of 

marijuana. The culprit had created a plant 

nursery at home.

In another cannabis-related case, Abu 

Dhabi Police arrested an Arab man for 

trying to peddle about 28kg of the drugs. 

The suspect was already under police 

surveillance and was caught when he went 

to a farm in Al Ain to get kilos of cannabis.

Buried heroin

Abu Dhabi Police arrested another 

Asian for possessing and selling about 

45 heroin capsules, as per instructions 

from drug dealers outside the country. 

The shepherd had been told to bury the 

heroin somewhere. Then the dealers would 

tell their clients the location of the buried 

pills, and the price would be paid to them 

through money remittance services.

Operation Claw

Major General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Criminal 

Investigation, Dubai Police, described an 

operation called ‘The Claw’, conducted 

by the force in collaboration with Sharjah 

Police. The plan was to bust an Asian gang 

of six – half of them worked from the UAE, 

the other half from outside. The operation 

team managed to prevent one of the first 

three from leaving the UAE, as he was a 

visitor. 

Colonel Eid Mohammed Thani Harib, 

Director General of the Anti-Narcotics 

General Directorate at Dubai Police, said 

that Operation Claw was crowned by 

seizing 29kg of crystal methamphetamine, 

whose value amounted to tens of millions 

of dirhams. 

The first suspect, a 41-year-old worker, 

was detained near a restaurant in the 

neighbourhood where he lived. When 

his house was inspected, some crystal 

meth was found. The second suspect, a 

32-year-old seller, was detained in Sharjah 

when he was handing out some crystal 

meth to an undercover agent recruited by 

both Dubai Police and Sharjah Police. His 

hideout in a Sharjah labour camp revealed 

stashed drugs, tools of drug consumption, 

and money from the sale of drugs. The third 

suspect, a 51-year-old visitor, was caught 

in his residence in Deira, Dubai, before he 

could flee to his country. 

Four successful operations

Colonel Harib said that in four operations, 

the Anti-Narcotics General Directorate of 

Dubai Police managed to dismantle criminal 

rackets related to drug trafficking.

Those arrested were six Asians and one 

Arab. The seized drugs were: 557,000 

tramadol pills; 1.67kg of heroin; 340g of 

crystal meth; and 91,000 pills of various 

Operation Claw was 
crowned by seizing 
29kg of crystal 
methamphetamine, 
whose value amounted 
to tens of millions of 
dirhams
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The police seized the 
cannabis plants, some 
seeds meant for sowing, 
and about 600g of 
marijuana

BRIGADIER DR RASHID BU 
RASHEED

Director of Criminal Investigations at Abu 
Dhabi Police
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drugs. These four operations took place in 

Dubai, Al Ain, and Fujairah. 

Three Asians were detained in Fujairah 

while they were in their car at a fuel station. 

The police were tipped off that they were 

about to smuggle drugs into the country 

through mountainous areas. When their car 

was searched, 39,000 tramadol pills and 

28,595 pills of miscellaneous drugs were 

found.

In the Al Ain operation, officers from the 

Anti-Narcotics General Directorates at Al 

Ain Police and Dubai Police detained an 

Asian truck driver, searched his house and 

found 1.67kg of heroin and 298g of crystal 

meth.

In one operation in Dubai, an Asian 

falconer was caught while selling a big 

amount of miscellaneous drugs to an 

undercover agent of Dubai Police. The 

drugs confiscated from him were 54,975 

pills, including 2,438 tramadol pills. In 

another operation in the emirate, an Arab 

person was arrested for having a huge 

amount of drugs was seized from the 

house. The seized drugs included 14,314 

tramadol pills, 8,890 pills of miscellaneous 

drugs and 42g of crystal meth. The arrested 

person said that these drugs belonged to 

a person serving a prison term in Dubai 

and that he, the defendant, was selling the 

drugs for this prison inmate.

‘Gang of darkness’ and ‘Bags of death’

Colonel Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, 

Airports in the UAE are 
equipped with state-
of-the-art inspection 
devices

Police officers and customs inspectors 

at UAE airports take certain measures to 

block the entry of drugs into the country.

These measures include checking, 

where necessary, that medications being 

carried by passengers are supported by a 

prescription from a registered doctor, and 

that the medication in the passenger’s bag 

matches that in the prescription. 

Bringing in psychotropic 

medication requires 

prior approval from 

the Ministry of 

Health.

Airports in the UAE are 

equipped with state-of-the-art inspection 

devices for passengers, luggage items, 

containers, and cargo boxes, such as high-

resolution CCTV, full-body scanner, X-ray 

machines, and devices that can check 

density to identify the contents of luggage, 

boxes, and containers.

Training sessions in security sense, 

body language and other techniques 

are held regularly for police officers 

and customs inspectors. In this context, 

customs inspectors at RAK International 

Airport arrested an Asian passenger who 

had swallowed 115 heroin capsules. An 

inspector noticed that this passenger 

looked tense and tired. Putting him 

through the X-ray machine revealed the 

capsules.

Moreover, officers receive training 

in physiology, which relies basically on 

monitoring and analysing the movements 

and appearances of people, as the 

STATE-OF-THE-ART INSPECTION DEVICES AND SPECIAL TRAINING IN 
READING BODY LANGUAGE HELP POLICE AND CUSTOMS OFFICERS IN 

IDENTIFYING SUSPECTS  

HOW INVESTIGATORS 
FOIL SMUGGLING 

ATTEMPTS

inspector must not suspect all passengers 

randomly, but rather take a decision to 

inspect particular passengers based on 

some aspects. These aspects are:

Clothes: An inspector must always 

be acquainted with the climate of the 

country that a passenger comes from. 

For example, sometimes a 

passenger wears 

very heavy clothes 

although he is coming 

from a country with 

a warm climate. This is 

suspicious.

Pregnancy: Inspectors 

should be able to tell if a woman who 

looks heavily pregnant is really carrying a 

baby or is simply hiding something in her 

clothes. This can be easily ascertained 

from her bearing and appearance.

Passport: There is particularly strict 

inspection for passengers if their 

passports are issued by countries 

whose citizens are notorious for their 

involvement in drug trafficking, or when 

these countries themselves are known for 

cultivating or manufacturing narcotics.    

Body consistency: Inspectors must 

observe the physical structure of each 

passenger. For example, a passenger 

may look fat, but he may only be 

concealing something in his clothes. 

To detect this, inspectors look at a fat 

person’s neck – it is impossible for a fat 

person to have a thin neck. They also 

look for signs of stress and anxiety on 

passengers’ faces.
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Sharjah Police seized 
300kg of cannabis in a 
successful operation 
that was named ‘Gang of 
darkness’

Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah 

Police, said that the force seized 300kg of 

cannabis in a successful operation that was 

named ‘Gang of darkness’. The police also 

seized 1.27 million Captagon pills worth 

Dh44 million in an operation named ‘Bags 

of death’.

Sharjah Police received information 

about an international network that was 

smuggling drugs into the UAE, with the 

intention of distributing them in other GCC 

countries. The smugglers hid the drugs in a 

leased flat in Sharjah. Police raided this flat 

and detained two members of this network; 

they confessed to possessing narcotic pills 

meant for sale.

Faceless dealer

Colonel Adnan Ali Al Za’abi, Director 

General of the Anti-Narcotics General 

Directorate at Ras Al Khaimah Police, 

said that a gang of five Asians dealing in 

drugs, especially heroin, was busted.

Al Za’abi added that investigators also 

arrested an Arab who was considered 

one of the biggest drug dealers in the 

country, and always used aliases when 

he contacted his customers, be they 

drug sellers or consumers. He took care 

not to meet them personally or kept his 

face hidden if meeting them, in order to 

prevent identification. 

But eventually, he fell into the police 

net. The force tracked his movements 

and discovered his house in the emirate. 

A raid there revealed a lot of stashed 

drugs. The dealer’s car was also loaded 

with drugs.

Criminal pharmacist 

Al Za’abi spoke of how RAK 

Police investigators caught an Asian 

pharmacist, who was selling narcotic 

substances outside work hours. A trap 

was set up for him – an undercover 

agent contacted the suspect, saying that 

he wanted to buy some of these banned 

substances. While carrying out the 

transaction, the pharmacist was caught 

red-handed.

Crude morphine

The Anti-Narcotics General Directorate 

of RAK Police, in collaboration with 

its counterpart in the MoI and RAK 

Customs, arrested a drug dealer who 

came from an Asian country and carried 

in his luggage crude morphine worth 

Dh1.1 million. 

 

Fake ‘medicines’

One of the methods of smugglers 

is to persuade an air passenger to 

carry drugs, fooling the passenger into 

believing that they are carrying medicine 

for someone who needs it.

For example, Sharjah Police arrested 

two Arabs for drug trafficking, as a 

package of medication was found in 

their luggage at Sharjah Airport. After 

investigation, it emerged that a relative 

of the first defendant gave him these 

medicines, asking him to take them to the 

UAE when he returned from his vacation. 

He was told that the so-called medicines 

were meant for a female patient, the 

relative’s sister who lived in the UAE. The 

arrangement was that someone would 

wait for the arriving passenger outside 

Sharjah Airport and would take the 

package. This person was arrested, too.

Exploiting children

There is also a method of exploiting 

children in drug trafficking. Dubai 

Customs held an 11-year-old in custody 

at Dubai International Airport, as 

tramadol pills were hidden in his toy. It 

is noteworthy that there are families that 

work in drug trafficking and exploit their 

own children for the same, concealing the 

drugs in their clothes, toys and bags. 

Narcotics are also hidden in clothes, 

underwear, intestines, luggage, 

handbags, wallets, cigarette boxes etc.    

ILLEGAL DRUGS
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IN A FAST-PACED WORLD, WHERE ALMOST EVERYONE HAS A 
PRESENCE ON THE INTERNET, MORE AND MORE EMPLOYERS ARE 

LOOKING UP DIGITAL ACTIVITIES OF A JOB APPLICANT. ANY MISSTEPS 
HERE COULD MEAN A GREAT LOSS OF OPPORTUNITY

Security And Safety For All

BY ABDUL BASIT
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 SOCIAL MEDIA
 BLUNDERS

 CAN SABOTAGE
YOUR CAREER

T
he role of social media in the sphere 

of human resource has grown 

exponentially over the years. It’s 

almost inconceivable now that when a 

candidate applies for a job, the prospective 

recruiter won’t Google that candidate – 

take it for granted that they will. And as 

soon as that recruiter does a search, the 

Internet will reveal just about everything 

about that candidate’s interests, activities, 

and yes, blunders, too. 

Lots of things about us are expressed 

through our social media posts. Many 

of which are uploaded in unguarded 

moments. What may escape our mind in 

that instant is that our online life interacts 

with anyone who looks up our profile 

– therefore, it’s a relationship we have 

agreed to, and like any relationship, it 

needs to be handled with care.

Aside from looking up an applicant’s 

activities online, recruiters also often go 

online to look for good profiles that they 

can pick. Then they contact the likely 

people about a suitable opening.

So, we see that social media can both 

increase and decrease our chances of 

being hired, depending on how we use 

these platforms.

“With social media being a part of our 

daily life, it’s imperative to check the 

profile of a candidate to know their views 

and opinions, thus getting a better insight 

before hiring,” says Anthony Peter, Director, 

Corporate Communications and Operations 

– Panasonic Marketing Middle East and 
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Africa, speaking to 999 on this subject. 

“The ‘maturity’ of the candidate vis-à-

vis their public social media posts are 

good indicators that may help hiring 

The ‘maturity’ of the 
candidate vis-à-vis 
their public social 
media posts are good 
indicators that may 
help hiring 
professionals  
to decide 
on the 
application

Given our culture of 
constant sharing, it’s 
easy for a momentary 
lapse in judgement to 
turn into a big problem

professionals and oganisations to decide 

on the application, apart from the traditional 

tests and interviews,” Peter explained.

A healthy dose of common sense is 

usually enough to stop most social media 

blunders before they start. Yet given our 

culture of constant sharing, it’s easy for a 

momentary lapse in judgement to turn into 

a big problem. 

An ill-timed post on tweeter or a 

thoughtless Facebook status might earn 

you a stern talking-to from your boss. In 

the worst-case scenario, a social media 

blunder might cost you your job.

COMPANY INTEREST COMPROMISED

Social media are a key tool for job 

search now. But if you’re on the hunt, 

and if your current boss sees that you’ve 

suddenly connected with half a dozen 

recruiters on LinkedIn, it could make for an 

uncomfortable situation at the office.

You may find yourself passed over for 

plum assignments or even be first on the 

list of employees to be shown the door 

in the next round of layoffs.

“Social media are now so woven into 

the fabric of young people’s lives that 

they forget not everything is suitable 

to be put out there,” said a hiring 

manager, Lisa (name withheld).

Policing what an employee says 

outside of work may seem unfair for 

some, no matter how despicable their 

comments. But a company that ignores 

those comments may be putting its 

own reputation at risk. Everyone needs 

to vent sometimes, but publicly sharing 

your personal feelings about your job on 

social media can land you in hot water.

Accidentally revealing company secrets 

online is easier than someone might 

ONLINE BEHAVIOUR

• Do not post other people’s pictures or videos without consent: 

Whether it’s a friend or a photographer. It could be breach of privacy 

or copyright.

• Do not make threats: Posts or comments that are abusive or threatening 

to other people can land you in court.

• Do not post vulgar pictures or of alcohol: Non-Muslims can drink, but 

keep it under control if pictures are inappropriate. Drunken photos that 

offend Islamic values or morals of the UAE can lead to legal trouble. Do not 

post pornographic or material that contains nudity.

• Do not tag anyone without consent: The TRA warns 

that tagging without permission can be a breach of 

defamation and privacy laws, both of which can carry 

hefty fines and even jail 

time.

SOCIAL MEDIA DON’Ts UNDER UAE LAW

ANTHONY PETER
Director of Corporate Communications and 

Operations - Panasonic MENA

JUNE 2017
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Individuals, celebrities, 
athletes and politicians 
have suffered career 
damage because of 
content posted online

realise. While posting confidential reports 

and documents is an obvious no-no, even 

innocent updates may reveal information 

that a company would prefer to keep 

private.

Often, employees don’t recognise 

the line between their professional and 

personal worlds and the ways in which 

seemingly personal updates can reveal 

business information.

If you’re tweeting or sharing on behalf 

of your employer, remember that whatever 

you do reflects on the company. While 

some mistakes are truly innocent, post 

anything wildly out of line and you’re likely 

to be fired.

THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

In the past few years, we’ve seen dozens 

of instances where individuals, celebrities, 

athletes and politicians have suffered 

career damage because of content posted 

on Facebook, Twitter and other social 

networks.

A recent example: local media revealed 

that a UAE-based company had sacked a 

Southeast Asian employee on April 8, 2017, 

for abusing an Indian journalist on social 

media. New Delhi-based journalist Rana 

Ayyub exposed the vulgar messages on 

Twitter, after which her followers reported 

the matter to the management of the UAE-

based paint company where the offender, a 

31-year-old man worked.

The journalist posted a screenshot of the 

message on April 6.

The Dubai-based company received an 

e-mail complaint on April 7, and it took swift 

action, verifying the complaint and firing 

the man insulting Ayyub immediately the 

following day. 

Under the UAE cybercrime law, any form 

of misuse of a computer or smart device 

or an electronic network or system could 

get the violator a lengthy jail term and / or 

a hefty fine.

‘FATTY’ PAY CHEQUE THAT NEVER 

CAME

In March 2009, Connor Riley, aged 22, 

was offered a job at the major technology 

firm. Her first instinct – to tweet about her 

new opportunity – is pretty common for 

most people of her generation.

Unfortunately, Riley’s tweet mentioned 

that a “fatty paycheck” would come at the 

cost of “hating the work”. A company’s 

employee responded to her tweet, offering 

to pass her sentiments along to the hiring 

manager. Riley lost the job before she even 

got started.

TSUNAMI JOKE SINKS A JOB

Comedian Gilbert Gottfried was once the 

voice for a cartoon mascot of an American 

insurance provider. However, 

to the CEO on the social network Medium, 

complaining that the company paid her 

so little that she spent 80 per cent of her 

salary on rent.

Well, that problem was solved soon – the 

company promptly fired Jane, leaving her 

free to look for a better-paying job. The 

human resource department informed 

her that she had violated the company’s 

terms of conduct. Unsurprisingly, Jane took 

to social media to share the news of her 

dismissal with her followers.

POSTING AIDS JOKE IS A SICK MOVE

Justine Sacco, once the senior director of 

communications at a media company, which 

following a series of 

flippant jokes about the 

2011 tsunami in Japan that 

killed over 3,000 people, his 

distinctive voice wasn’t enough to save him.

His tweets included: “Japan called me. They 

said ‘maybe those jokes are a hit in the US, but over 

here, they’re all sinking.’” Another tweet: “Japan is really 

advanced. They don’t go to the beach. The beach comes 

to them.” 

Less than an hour after posting the tweets, Gottfried was 

relieved of his duties.

FROM LOW PAY TO NO PAY

Talia Jane, an employee of a company that creates a 

platform for crowd-sourced restaurant reviews and 

recommendations, posted a very public letter 
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owns a certain dating app, was boarding 

a flight to South Africa when she tweeted: 

“Going to Africa. Hope I don’t get AIDS. Just 

kidding. I’m white!”

While she was in the air, her tweet went 

viral. By the time she landed, she was the 

number one worldwide trend on Twitter. She 

was sacked soon afterwards. That’s the story 

of a communication expert who put her foot 

firmly in her mouth.

OOPS, IT’S THE WRONG FEED

This is a case of pure carelessness, 

especially considering the man was a 

social media strategist. Scott Bartosiewicz, 

who worked for a carmaker in the US, 

accidentally tweeted something insulting 

about local drivers through the company’s 

Twitter page rather than on his own feed. 

He said: “I find it ironic that (company name 

withheld) is known as the #motorcity and 

yet no one here knows how to… drive.” 

Needless to say, he was asked to clear out 

of his office and sign out of the corporate 

social media accounts.

DON’T CRITICISE YOUR WORKPLACE

Kimberley Swann had only been in her 

marketing job for three weeks before she 

was fired over a Facebook status in which 

she called her job “dull”. The 16-year-

old didn’t even mention the name of the 

company, but a co-worker saw it and 

reported her to the higher management. 

There goes the idea of worker solidarity. 

LEGAL RISKS IN THE UAE

These are some rules that everyone in 

the UAE must keep in mind before posting 

anything online.

Posting photographs: Care needs to be 

taken when posting pictures of others 

online, including via social media sites, since 

the Cybercrimes Law (Federal Law No. 5 

of 2012) makes it an offence to use any 

information technology channel to breach 

HIGH MOBILE PHONE PENETRATION IN THE UAE

Active mobile phone subscription in the UAE jumped by nearly 2 million in 

2016 compared to 2015, according to the latest Telecommunications Regulatory 

Authority (TRA) statistics.

Total active mobile phone subscribers in the UAE were around 19.9 million by the 

end of 2016, compared to 17.9 million in 2015. Similarly, Internet subscribers in the 

country also increased by 62,305 to 1.30 million in 2016 compared to 1.23 million 

in 2015. 

Smartphones are rapidly increasing in demand 

across the world and in the GCC region. A recent 

study conducted by Google highlighted that the UAE 

ranked number one in global smartphone penetration 

at 73.8 per cent in 2016. The penetration 

will reach 82.1 per cent in 2017, according 

to Global Media Intelligence Report by 

eMarketer.

The UAE is also recognised as having the 

largest smartphone and Internet users in the 

world, with the biggest Facebook user base in the 

Gulf (more than 93 per cent of the population).

someone else’s privacy.

Privacy and confidentiality: Disclosing 

secrets from someone’s private life 

without that person’s consent can attract a 

penalty. Similarly, disclosure of confidential 

information, such as information belonging 

to an employer, can also put one in legal 

trouble.

Defamatory statements: The UAE Penal 

Code makes it an offence to publish 

information that exposes another person 

to public hatred or contempt, or to make 

a false accusation that dishonours or 

discredits another person.

Content contrary to morality, social 

cohesion: It’s an offence to use any infotech 

means for activities that are inconsistent with 

public morals and good conduct, including 

content that contradicts Islamic traditions, 

and  blasphemous or lewd comments, that 

encourages sinful activity, or that is aimed at 

corrupting minors, etc.

Online monitoring: The UAE 

Telecommunications Regulatory Authority 

monitors online content and prohibits 

content for hacking and malicious codes, 

Internet content providing unlicensed 

VoIP services, and other illegal Internet 

content. Licensed service providers (du 

and etisalat) can also block online content. 

And subsequent to complaints of abuse 

or defamation, authorities can take legal 

action against those running the sites, after 

verifying the validity and seriousness of the 

complaint.
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NIGHT BAZAARS, CRAFT WORKSHOPS, AND FAMILY-ORIENTED 
GATHERINGS ARE AMONGST THE MANY ENRICHING EVENTS IN ABU 

DHABI DURING THIS HOLY MONTH

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

LIVEN 
UP YOUR 

RAMADAN

T
he month of Ramadan is a time of restraint and introspection. It’s also a month 

of strengthening social ties. A host of recreational events and celebrations, 

Abu Dhabi adds colour to the rituals of Ramadan, by welcoming expatriates 

and citizens alike to join the social events related to this sacred celebration.

While the days of Ramadan have a stillness at daytime, the evenings come alive. The 

time after sunset is when people spill out on to the streets and night bazaars spring 

up everywhere, creating a very exciting atmosphere for families. Abu Dhabi even has 

night run that’s a thrilling change from the usual daytime sporting events. 

BY ANGELI MAE CANTILLANA

Security And Safety For All
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The Ramadan and 
Eid Festival 
Where: Abu Dhabi National Exhibition 

Centre

When: Till June 24 

Consider this event to be the melting pot 

of Ramadan must-haves, as it will showcase 

goods from 900 exhibitors that offer 

fashion clothing, perfumes and incense, 

accessories, appliances, traditional gowns, 

food, and gadgets. Plenty of discounts and 

new trends are to be found here. There is 

also a private space for fashion shows and 

traditional folklore (Dabkeh).

Ramadan Night 
Run 
When: Yas Circuit 

When: June 9

Finding peace during the Ramadan 

season comes in different forms — be 

it iftar meals, retail therapy, or even 

sports. Who doesn’t want to cross 

“being a marathoner” out of their bucket 

list? The Ramadan Night Run is an 

inviting activity for those who choose to 

stay active during the sacred season. 

The run is open to all beginners, casual, 

and professional runners, as the event 

offers 3K, 5K and 10K tracks. Finishers 

will receive medals to show that they 

actually nailed it. Just remember to stay 

hydrated. Balancing fasting and sports 

could be hard to maintain. 

Riwaaz - Ramadan Night Bazaar
Where: Sheraton Hotels and Resort – Corniche Road 

When: June 15-16 

Riwaaz’s Ramadan Night Bazaar is back with a multi-cultural setup that attracts 

visitors from all backgrounds. Check out over 80 stalls, including the India 

Designer’s Lounge, which will feature creations of 30 new designers from India. 

For children, there is a special lounge with free cinema, free popcorn, free henna, 

free face painting, and refreshments.

Your Lamp Shines Bright At 
the Mall at WTCAD 
Where: World Trade Center Abu Dhabi 

When: Till June 17 

During Ramadan, the capital’s World Trade Center will once 

again be decorated with enchanting lamps. World Trade Center 

Abu Dhabi is giving everyone a chance to not just enjoy the 

lights at The Mall, but also to hang their own lamps during 

Ramadan. The Mall offers lamp-making workshops that could 

help handicraft enthusiasts design lights and then make their 

own contribution to the mall decorations.

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT
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Rudy Rahme Art Exhibition
Where: Le Royal Meridien  

When: Till June 30 

Le Royal Meridien, a top leisure hotel, could also be a Ramadan 

destination for art lovers, as it is showcasing works by the 

multi-skilled Lebanese artist Rudy Rahme. This is the artist who 

created the world’s largest natural sculpture utilising dead trees 

from a cedar forest. Rahme, a painter, sculptor and poet, has also 

patented a technique for the ‘pencil on canvas’ style of art.

Ramadan Gathering 2017
Where: FDF Centre 

When: Till June 13

Ramadan is not Ramadan without touches of intimacy and 

celebration with family. The Family Development Foundation sees 

this as a time to reflect on the importance of family as the basic 

of unit of the community — it is where everything begins. This 

season, FDF aims to help a family-oriented Abu Dhabi prosper by 

organising social, cultural, religious, and health symposiums. The 

Foundation believes that these gatherings could make individuals 

more committed to promoting social values and positive habits.

Gutai Art Lab
Where: Manarat Al Saadiyat

When: Till June 17

You won’t mind your children getting paint on their clothes as it 

can get messy!

Inspired by Gutai artists, who are interested in experimental 

processes, non-traditional materials, performance, and playful 

interactions, this art lab includes performative, participatory, and 

playful art production.

ZSC Academy Beginners Tennis 
Programme 
Where: Zayed Sports City 

When: Till June 13 

Some people may head for the running tracks, and some 

may want to pick up the tennis racquet to find some spiritual 

cleansing through a good session of serve and volley. The ZSC 

Academy could help you unleash your inner Rafael Nadal and 

Maria Sharapova this Ramadan. The academy is holding a six-

session tennis clinic to help active life seekers understand tennis 

techniques, tactics and rules. The tennis camp will culminate in a 

match for all participants.

The sessions are timed to accommodate those who’re fasting, 

and the training is open only to people above the age of 18. The 

cost is Dh600 and contact details are tennis@zsc.ae or 02 403 

4222. Groups are limited to five players per coach. Advance 

registration is required.
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Security And Safety For All

IT’S WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY ON JUNE 5, YET ANOTHER REMINDER 
THAT IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO INCORPORATE ECO-FRIENDLY 

PRACTICES IN YOUR DAILY HABIT. AFTER ALL, YOU DON’T STOP 
MAINTAINING THE HOME THAT YOU LIVE IN, SO WHY SHOULD YOU 

STOP THINKING ABOUT THE EARTH? 

BY DIPALI GUHA

LIVE 
WITH THE 
PLANET

NOT 
AGAINST IT

69999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLJUNE 2017
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If you absolutely 
must use plastic, 
make sure it’s 
disposed of correctly 
so that it can be 
recycled later on

I
t always feels nice to have a special 

day from which to take the first steps 

towards a better lifestyle. June 5 is 

one such day – no other date on 

the calendar is possibly more important, 

because this date, on which World 

Environment Day is observed every year, 

shakes us out of our gadget-induced 

stupor, reminding us that there’s a whole 

planet out there waiting to be explored, 

loved, and protected.

While most of us want to “do something” 

about the big issue of climate change, the 

scale of the problem looks overwhelming, 

and thus we throw up our hands and say, 

“Oh well, nothing can be done”, and get 

back to screen-gazing. The fact is, though, 

that little things make a big difference – 

every one of us can do something that’ll 

collectively make a difference to the planet. 

And these measures cost nothing; on the 

contrary, they’ll result in substantial savings. 

That’s money you can spend on… green 

travel, what else?

1 SWITCH TO GLASS OR GOOD QUALITY 

STEEL / ALUMINIUM FOR WATER: Avoid 

disposable plastic as far as possible. Even 

the most well-intentioned amongst us end 

up buying bottled water when thirsty. A lot 

of these bottles end up on the ocean floor, 

killing marine life. To do better, at home, 

use glass, a much classier material than 

plastic; and when outdoors, use a leak-

proof steel / aluminium bottle that you can 

keep refilling. When buying takeaway, try to 

buy from sellers who use paper packaging 

and paper plates instead of plastic. When 

entertaining at home, buy paper party ware 

and plant starch cutlery, not the highly 

harmful polystyrene (aka Thermocol). The 

website Desert Cart (www.desertcart.

ae) sells the Eco Source brand of plant 

starch cutlery. If you absolutely must use 

plastic, make sure it’s disposed of correctly 

(segregated, if possible), so that it can be 

recycled later on.

2 TRY TO AVOID SYNTHETIC FIBRE IN 

SUMMER CLOTHING: The best clothing 

material for the UAE summer environment 

is cotton or linen. Nylon and similar cheap 

synthetic fabrics are not only uncomfortable 

in the hot and humid weather of this 

country, but they also don’t decompose 

completely and are not eco-friendly. While 

winter garments in synthetic fleece or 

acrylic are durable, the same can’t be said 

of the flimsy disposable summer fashion. 

In summer, almost nothing feels as nice 

against the skin as good linen, and even 

though linen is more expensive upfront 

than synthetic fabrics, it lasts much longer 
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if treated with care, is suitable for every 

occasion, and never causes skin problems. 

A new-age alternative to synthetic fabrics 

is bamboo fabric. It’s not easy to find as 

yet, but we should see it becoming more 

widely available soon. Meanwhile, get the 

lowdown on why bamboo is good at https://

bambooclothing.co.uk.

3 CUT PAPER USAGE IN EVERY WAY YOU 

CAN: The simplest way to prevent precious 

trees from being turned into garbage is to 

use less paper. In the public washrooms, 

try not to pull out more than one or two of 

the paper towels from the dispensers. At 

the office or home, recycle printouts by 

printing again on the blank surface, and 

thereby halving the cost of paper. When 

buying stationery, look for the FSC (Forest 

Stewardship Council) logo. This international 

non-profit works for sustainable management 

of forest resources, and the logo means that 

the paper has an ethical source.

your home. Tall potted plants placed along 

the glass doors opening to the balcony can 

cut off some of the strong sunlight without 

affecting indoor visibility. Other plants that 

do well indoors are money plants, areca 

palm, kentia palm and Zanzibar gem. 

They cut off the sun’s glare and create a 

soothing, cooler mini-climate in the indoor 

space where they’re kept.

4 SAVE WATER, SAVE WATER, SAVE 

WATER: We said that three times to 

emphasise just how important this is. In 

the UAE, there’s little concern over water 

supply, as the country’s desalination 

plants never let the taps run dry. But 

desalination is a very energy-intensive 

process, and by saving water, you help 

the country save on fuel emission, too. 

Besides, why don’t we count our blessings 

and treat life’s most essential element 

with more respect, seeing that so many 

people in the world have to live on just a 

few litres a day? The easiest way to save 

water is to install a faucet aerator. This is 

a screw-on device that limits water flow 

through the faucet without creating any 

noticeable problems for your washing 

experience. Simply put, it makes 

the flow of water more efficient. 

Also, turn off the tap when not in 

use, even if it’s for one minute – 

a lot of water can be wasted in 

that one minute.

5 USE PLANTS TO COOL 

THE HOUSE: Air-conditioning 

creates a vicious cycle – the 

emission heats up the atmosphere, 

and that in turn makes us want 

a more chilled indoor environment. 

Switch off the AC for some hours of the 

day or night and use plants, instead, to cool 

Less than 3 per cent of the world’s 
water is fresh – the rest is seawater 

and undrinkable.

• Of this 3 per cent, more than 2.5 per 
cent is frozen, locked up in Antarctica, the 
Arctic and glaciers.

• Thus, humanity must rely on this 0.5 
per cent for all of mankind’s and the 

ecosystem’s freshwater needs.

DID YOU KNOW?

Source: www.unwater.org

Turn off the tap 
when not in use, 
even if it’s for one 
minute – a lot of 
water can be wasted 
in that one minute
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DISHONOURED
IN HER OWN 

HOME

A WOMAN IS RAPED BY A FORMER LOVER, WHO BARGES INTO HER 
HOUSE AND THREATENS TO KILL HER BABY IF SHE RESISTS

BY WAGIH HASSAN
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But Noura rejected the idea that she 

should work in prostitution, with Shakir as 

her pimp, and the money from this sordid 

profession divided between them. Since 

she loved him, she agreed to remain his 

mistress only.

Some years after their illicit affair began, 

Noura left Shakir, seeing how hopeless 

their relationship was, and if it could be 

called a relationship at all.

As Shakir went out of her life, Noura was 

able to focus on her family again – she 

settled with her parents at home, and left 

the job at the garment shop.

Shortly, a cousin named Ghazi asked 

for her hand in marriage, and Noura 

accepted. This was a very happy time for 

her, as Ghazi was a good man with steady 

employment. He had an eight-to-five job, 

and she was a housewife. They had an 

almost perfect life.

But like the plague, Shakir reappeared. 

One day, Noura accidentally met him at 

a shopping mall when she was buying 

grocery.

Shakir told Noura that he had just 

returned to the country two days ago, and 

that he really needed her and missed their 

earlier intimacy. She rebuffed him and told 

him directly that she was married to her 

cousin Ghazi and would never cheat on 

her husband. She also said that she had 

a baby, named Tahir, with her husband. 

Shakir should forget about their affair, said 

Noura, because there was no way she was 

going to start that again.

She came home from the mall, and after 

a few minutes, the doorbell rang. Noura 

opened the door to see – to her surprise 

and dismay – that it was Shakir at her 

doorstep. He must have followed her from 

the mall. 

This insistent man immediately forced 

his way into the house. When Noura 

shouted for help, Shakir muzzled her with 

a thick piece of cloth. He threatened to 

Noura got justice, but she 
also lost the family she 
had created for herself

T
he men who target young girls 

often come as wolves dressed in 

sheep’s clothing. That’s how Shakir, 

29, came to Noura, 19. He was a sick, 

depraved person. And the result of their 

meeting was as disastrous as it could be.

Noura worked as an assistant in a shop 

for men’s garments, and Shakir came 

one day as a customer. Never could she 

imagine that he’d lure her, eat her flesh, 

and dump her bones, as the famous 

Arabic proverb goes. 

Following this meeting at the shop, 

Shakir drew Noura into a love affair. She 

fell into his trap, thinking that he’d marry 

her, because he deluded her into believing 

so.

Just a month after they met, he 

persuaded her to have a relationship with 

him. This happened in his friend’s flat. All 

this took place with her consent, and with 

a verbal agreement on her part that if she 

got pregnant, she’d immediately go for an 

abortion.

They continued with their illicit affair. 

What made it really ugly was that Shakir, 

with no respect for Noura’s privacy or 

reputation, bragged about their affair to 

his peers giving them all the details. What 

was a special relationship for her meant 

nothing to him.

Meanwhile, Noura lied to her parents, 

telling them that she’d spend the night at 

a friend’s house because she didn’t want 

to commute home at night. What she really 

did, of course, was to spend those nights 

with Shakir.

Her family had lost two sons – one of 

her brothers died from an illness, another 

was killed in a road accident. So Noura 

was the only one left for her parents, but 

she had been so effectively trapped by 

Shakir that she had no thought for her 

family.

Eventually, Shakir did marry Noura, 

but it wasn’t the happy occasion that a 

woman deserves. It was done in secret, 

and the marriage contract itself was fake. 

This sham marriage was not out of any 

desire to protect Noura’s dignity, but to 

make it easier for Shakir to push her into 

prostitution.

strangle her baby if she resisted him. He 

said that he’d kill both her and the baby, 

and then escape before any neighbour 

could see him.

Completely overcome with fear for her 

baby’s life, Noura didn’t know what to do. 

Shakir didn’t wait for her to decide on 

anything. He did what he came for – he 

raped Noura right there. After that, as he 

dressed again and was about to leave, 

he told her brazenly, “I’ll come here 

whenever there’s a chance. I’ll monitor the 

movements of your husband and I’ll come 

and go before he returns. Do not panic.”

When she was alone again, Noura 

collapsed in tears. What happened to her 

was terrible – how dare a criminal enter 

her house and assault her?

Not waiting for Ghazi to return from 

work, Noura went to the police station and 

filed a complaint, giving them a detailed 

description of Shakir. 

Her husband came home in the evening 

to find her in a miserable state. When he 

asked what happened, there was nothing 

she could do but cry. When she finally 

calmed down, she told Ghazi about the 

assault.

Ghazi trusted Noura’s account and 

promised to stand by her through the 

investigation into this crime, which had 

violated the sanctity of his home and 

dishonoured his wife.

Two days later, officers from the Criminal 

Investigation Department phoned Noura 

to say that they had managed to trace and 

arrest the accused, but that he alleged that 

everything took place with her consent 

and that they had been intimate for years.

Noura tried to deny this at first, but 

then she confessed before the police that 

she did, indeed, have a sexual affair with 

Shakir for years. However, she reiterated 

that he had raped her in her husband’s 

house.

Shocked by her confession of a pre-

marital affair, Ghazi divorced her, and then 

filed a custody claim for their baby. Shakir 

was produced in court, and sentenced to 

jail for some years. Noura got justice, but 

she also lost the family she had created 

for herself. 



Security And Safety For All

74 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL JUNE 2017

CRIME MYSTERIESSecurity And Safety For All

74 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL JUNE 2017

CAUTION! CRIME
VIA LIVESTREAM

WHAT’S WORSE THAN GANG-RAPE AND THE MURDER OF AN INFANT? LIVE STREAMING 
OF THE CRIME ON SOCIAL NETWORKS. ANYONE WHO THOUGHT

PERVERSION HAS ITS LIMITS IS EVIDENTLY WRONG

Who: Wuttisan Wongtalay
Where: Phuket, Thailand
When: April 2017

Most people use the Facebook Live option to share a video 
in real time with their friends. That seems to have an appeal 
for criminals as well. Inside an abandoned building in the 
popular Thai beach resort of Phuket, Wuttisan Wongtalay set 
up his mobile phone to capture a gruesome act. He picked up 
his daughter, 11-month-old Natalie Triratana, coolly tied a 
rope around her neck and hanged her. Then he turned off the 
video and killed himself. It was in the middle of the day and 

people on Wuttisan’s Facebook friends list got to see the 
baby’s murder live. Natalie’s aunt, her mother cousin named 
Suksan, saw the video sometime in the afternoon and 
frantically called the police. But by the time the police 
located the building and got there, it was too late to save 
the baby. The murderer father was dead, too. The video was 
watched by some 370,000 people before Facebook reacted 
and took it off. 

Photo credit: www.mirror.co.uk
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Who: A group of men or boys
Where: Chicago, US
When: March 2017

A 15-year-old girl was gang-raped by a group 
of five-six young adults or men, and this heinous 
crime was streamed live on Facebook. The live 
video was watched by at least 40 people, but no 
one thought of calling the police. Among those 
arrested later were two males aged 14 and 15 
years. For the victim, the trauma and humiliation 
continued well after the rape, as neighbourhood 
boys targeted her, sending threatening messages 
and ringing the doorbell of her home. The episode 
exposed the collective depravity of so-called 
minors. 

Who: Three Swedish men
Where: Uppsala, near Stockholm, Sweden
When: January 2017

Photo credit: www.breitbart.com

A gang of three young men were arrested and later sentenced 
to jail for the gang-rape of a woman that was streamed live on a 
closed Facebook group. For two of them, the sentences were a 
mere one year and six months, respectively; the third man got a 
27-month prison sentence for rape and assistance to rape. The 
men had claimed that it was consensual sex, but the judge ruled 
that the victim was at the time under the influence of narcotics 
and, therefore, not able to give her consent. 
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Who: Arjun Bhardwaj
Where: Mumbai, India
When: April 2017

It wasn’t exactly a crime, but the 
bizarre live streaming of 23-year-old 
Arjun Bhardwaj’s suicide was the talking 
point in India for days on end. Bhardwaj, 
a student at one of Mumbai’s most 
prestigious management studies 
institutes, checked into a five-star hotel 
suite, and then went live on Facebook, 
and recorded a video tutorial on how to 
commit suicide. He also smoked and 
drank in the 19th floor suite that he had 
rented. And at the end of it, he walked to 
the window of the suite, broke the glass 
and jumped to his death. It later emerged 
that Bhardwaj was failing as a student, 
was depressed, and also addicted to 
drugs. Evidently, the pressure to succeed 
had got to him.
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Photo credit: Thomas Gianni courtroom sketch/Chicago Tonight

Who: Four men and women
Where: Chicago, US
When: January 2017

Jordan Hill, Brittany Covington, Tesfaye Cooper, 
all of them 18 years old, and Tanishia Covington, 
24, stood accused in a hate crime that former 
President Barack Obama called “despicable”. Their 
Caucasian victim, also 18, was an acquaintance of 
Hill. The victim had been dropped off at a place so 
that he could meet Hill. They drove around for a 
couple of days and slept in a stolen van – Hill was 
the vehicle thief, but the victim didn’t know that. 
Then they got to the house of sisters Brittany and 
Tanishia, and that’s where the assault took place. It 
may have begun as a mock fight, but very quickly 
became a hate crime, as the live streamed video 
revealed verbal abuse against white people. The 
victim was gagged, his hands tied up, and made to 
drink from a toilet bowl. He was also beaten up 
and had a part of his scalp removed with a knife. 
What made everything worse was that the 
Caucasian teenager being attacked was mentally 
disabled, and thus even more vulnerable. He was 
only able to escape when a neighbour intervened, 
disturbed by the noise, and the attackers were 
distracted.
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Who: Yulia Konstantinova and 
Veronika Volkova
Where: Irkutsk Oblast, Siberia
When: February 2017

What to do if you see a crime

Games are often linked to fun 
memories and carefree days, but a 
deadly game concealed under the 
harmless monicker “Blue Whale”, an 
online game that appears to goad 
vulnerable teens into killing 
themselves, is slowly creeping its way 
on social media, allegedly claiming 
the lives of over 130 teenagers in 
Russia.

 Yulia Konstantinova and Veronika 
Volkova, two young school girls, were 
found bloody at the foot of a 
14-storey building.

Since live streaming of appalling acts is becoming more and 
more common, the news publication USA Today asked Chicago 
Police for some tips on what to do if one noticed a crime in 
real-time on social media. 

1. Call the police immediately.
2. Look for descriptive details, such as a street sign or some 

unique characteristics of the people in the video. Tell the police 
whose live video it is, what you’re seeing and any information 
you may have about the people in the video.

3. Record the video with your mobile phone. This can help 
Source: USA Today

the police build a case. The criminal who is going live on social 
media can end the stream and delete the video at any point. Even 
taking a screenshot can help.

4. Don’t share the video in the belief that you’re spreading 
awareness, as this could make you party to the publicising 
harmful content, and could encourage the criminal, who’s 
basically seeking attention.

5. Don’t contact the person if they’re committing a crime, even 
if you know who they are. Police said that reaching out to the 
person could prompt them to delete the video and thus hide the 
evidence.

 Konstantinova and Volkova’s last 
words, “Sense is lost…End”, “Do you feel 
that gradually you become useless?” and 
“I’m just a ghost”, were documented in a 
series of posts detailing their last 
thoughts before jumping to their death.

 Siberian officials have yet to find a clear 
motive for the girls’ deaths much less the 
identities of the perpetrators that 
formulates challenges in the game that 
were said to be made to self-inflict pain 
through the Internet.

Photo credit: www.mirror.co.uk
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EXPATS 
IN PRE-OIL GULF

INDIANS AND IRANIANS WERE AMONGST THE MOST 
DOMINANT COMMUNITIES IN THE EMIRATES, AND A 
MAJOR FACTOR BEHIND THEIR ARRIVAL WAS THE 

ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE ARABIAN MARKETS AND THE 
BRISK TRADE BEING DONE THROUGH ARABIAN PORTS

BY DR FALIH HANDHAL

HISTORYSecurity And Safety For All
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T
he significance of the Arabian 

Gulf is not restricted to our 

current era, which is the era 

of oil. The Arabian Gulf had a 

position of global economic and strategic 

importance even in the old days. 

As we saw in the previous column, 

the non-Arab population of the Emirates 

in the pre-oil era was dominated by 

people from the Indian subcontinent, 

Iran and East Africa. There were 

scattered numbers of people with other 

nationalities.

The relationship between the Indian 

subcontinent and the emirates of the 

Arabian Gulf goes back hundreds of 

years, because of the commercial factor. 

Arab traders, ships and ports played a 

major role in the transport of goods from 

India to Europe. The vessels passed 

through the two great Arabian waterways, 

the Gulf and the Red Sea.

This changed after the Portuguese 

reached India via the sea route at the 

The markets of Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah were attractive for several communities
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end of the 15th century – in 1498, Vasco 

Da Gama became the first European to 

reach India via the Atlantic Ocean, landing 

in Calicut on the Malabar Coast. Following 

this, the Portuguese monopolised the 

Indian maritime trade.

However, this matter did not decrease 

the significance of the Arab ports, which 

were occupied by the Portuguese, and 

then by the British. They became the hubs 

for attracting other immigrants, and Indians 

were amongst them. 

Consequently, the door was completely 

open to Indian merchandise. Goods from 

India, which then was undivided, ventured 

into the Arabian Gulf markets. The majority 

of goods on any shop shelf, including 

shops owned by Emiratis, was from India at 

this time.

As for the exports from the Emirates to 

India, the most significant amongst them 

was pearl. Bombay (now renamed Mumbai) 

was a principal market for selling Arabian 

pearls, which was then as profitable as oil 

today.

Inter-marriage amongst 
communities 

Indian immigration to the Emirates and 

other countries of the Arabian Gulf took 

many forms. The Bania (trader) markets 

were centres of trade and financial 

transactions, including the selling of 

pearls.

Muslim Indians received a warmer 

welcome in the Emirati society. This 

resulted in some marriages between 

Emirati men, particularly from the coastal 

areas, and Indian women. The Indian 

wives brought to Gulf households 

some aspects of Indian social life, such 

as types of cooking, garments and 

ornaments. Moreover, the Urdu language 

was used by some locals in the coastal 

areas. This opened the door for the 

Indian labour force, which was necessary 

then, e.g. shop owners; Hawwagon 

(ambulant sellers); tailors; ship builders; 

and craftsmen. Some Urdu language 

job descriptions appeared, e.g. Tandeel 

(foreman or superviser); Coolie (worker); 

Bishkar or Nokar (servant at home); and 

others.

All roads then led to Bombay
The Indian rupee was stronger than 

the Iranian toman, as the former was 

pegged to the English pound sterling, 

and the markets of Bombay were the 

best commercial markets then. It also had 

good colleges and hospitals. Accordingly, 

Bombay became a destination for 

students, and for those who needed 

medical treatment. 

The “National Proxy” was sending his 

political reports to the British Residency 

80 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL JUNE 2017

Bombay was a principal 
market for selling 

Arabian pearls, which 
was then as profitable 

as oil today
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Islam spread in Persia 
after the Arab armies 

conquered its territory 
from two gates

of the Arabian Gulf, who forwarded the 

same to Bombay. Therefore, the city 

gained the position of representing the 

British authority, which was influential in 

the Gulf then.

Arab conquest of Persia
Mutual immigration by the residents 

of the two coasts, Arab and Iranian, in 

the Arabian Gulf region, is not a recent 

phenomenon, but an ancient one. Its 

roots can be traced to the immigration 

of Bani Tameem and other Arab tribes 

to the Iranian coast before the time of 

Christ. Then Saboor, the Sassanian king, 

conducted a campaign to expel these 

Arabs and force them to go home. The 

Arabs called him ‘Saboor of shoulders’, as 

he killed them by crushing their shoulders.

With the advent of Islam in the Arabian 

Gulf, the delegates sent by Prophet 

Muhammad to rulers in the region found 

that there was a representative from the 

government of Persia (Iran) in both Bahrain 

and Oman.

Islam spread in Persia after the Arab 

armies conquered its territory from two 

gates, i.e. the Al Qadisyya Gate and 

the Persepolis Gate. This latter was 

crossed by the Arab brigade consisting 

of soldiers from Oman, the Emirates, and 

the remaining parts of the Arab coast. The 

army was gathered in Julfar (now known 

as Ras Al Khaimah) under the leadership of 

Othman bin Abil A’as, who was the Wally 

designated by Khalif Omar bin Al Khattab 

in Oman. Othman bin Abil A’as went deep 

inside Persia after defeating the Persian 

army, and he conquered Persepolis, the 

formidable Sassanian capital.

Immigration to Persia
After the victory of Othman bin Abil 

A’as, Arab immigration to the internal parts 

of Persia increased, and the teachings 

of Islam spread there. Then there were 

political immigrations and famous incidents 

in Islamic history that took place in the era 

of Al Hajjaj bin Youssuf Al Thakafi. 

Another factor that brought Gulf Arabs 

to Iran was the economic factor. These 

Arabs moved to the opposite Iranian 

coast, and established emirates and 

settlements there. They were referred to 

as Al Howela, meaning ‘the Arabs who 

moved to the Iranian land’. 

Some of these Arab emirates and 

settlements enjoyed independence from 

the central government in Tehran and its 

taxes. The extent of this independence 

varied, according to the political situation 

in Iran. The most famous of these Arab 

emirates and settlements were the Al 

Qassim emirate, with its capital in Lengeh; 

the two emirates of Hal Ali and Al Mu’alla 

in Quais Island and Garik town; and the 

emirates of Al Hammad, Al Abadel, Al 

Nasor, Bani Bishr, and Al Marazeeq.

Iranians coming to Arab lands
As for immigration from the Iranian coast 

to the Arab during the pre-oil era, we can 

review them in the following frames:

1. Immigration of Iranian people due to 

political causes, particularly to Bahrain.

There was also immigration to the strategic 

locations in the Arabian Gulf, e.g. Abu 

Musa; Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb, 

which were originally parts of Sharjah.

2. Economic immigration from Iran, as 

the markets of Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah 

and others were attractive for Iranians. 

They established their Ferjan, which means 

quarters and neighbourhoods named after 

them, such as Al Bastakyya, Al Ludryya, 

Al Krashyya, and Al Khoryeen. These 

communities became well-entrenched, 

doing well financially and focussed upon 

trade and markets. These Iranians also 

changed their attire to clothes worn in the 

Arabian Gulf.

This quick adjustment by the Iranian 

immigrants became proverbial. A famous 

quote in the Gulf goes “A Shirazi guy found 

a tree and lived thereunder”, which refers 

to any Iranian, or to any expat in general, 

who can adapt easily and quickly to the 

situation of their new country where they 

intend to settle.

81999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLJUNE 2017
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PEOPLE who deal in the technological 

advances in modern medicine have been 

telling us that soon our mobile phones 

would function as our health dashboard. 

Something of that sort was seen recently 

in the work of Chinese researchers, the 

findings published in Science Translational 

Medicine. 

In their research, scientists from the East 

China Normal University in Shanghai put 

implants into mice and were able to control 

the animals’ diabetes through a mobile 

phone. This, they said in their published 

paper, could be applicable in a range of 

diseases and their treatments.

The first step was to genetically engineer 

normal cells to manufacture the chemicals, 

e.g. insulin, that’d control blood sugar – 

they’d do this in response to light. This 

technology is called optogenetics and the 

bio-engineered cells would do their job 

when exposed to specific wavelengths of 

red light.

A livelier brain may mean a longer life; 

the opposite is also true. That’s the 

suggestion emerging from a new British 

study, the findings published in the 

journal Molecular Psychiatry.

The scientists conducted brain scans 

on about 700 adults who were all born 

in the year 1936, meaning they were 

all around 80 years old. Those whose 

brains appeared to be older than their 

The mobile phone becomes the doctor

Your brain can predict age of death

The second step was to create a system 

of wirelessly powered LEDs and a mobile 

phone app to control them. This system 

was implanted in the mice and the cells 

responded to the light turned on by the 

mobile phone app.

In this research, the scientists still needed 

to take mice blood samples to see when 

the insulin from the bio-engineered cells 

should be released. The plan is to make a 

fully automated system through which such 

health care delivery would be personalised 

and digitalised. This automated system 

would detect blood sugar levels and then 

release the right amount of therapeutic 

chemicals. The bio-engineered cells could 

be programmed to release a wide range of 

medicinal chemicals.

chronological age had weaker body 

movements and poor organ function.

The study authors said that their 

research could lead to brain imaging as 

“a biomarker”, which refers to a way to 

measure a person’s biological condition. 

“Such biomarkers could potentially 

identify those at risk of age-associated 

health problems years before [the] 

symptoms appear, and [they may] be 

used as outcome measures in trials of 

therapeutics aimed at delaying the onset 

of age-related disease,” said study lead 

author James Cole, from Imperial College 

London.

According to the research team, it 

might be possible to scan the brain of 

someone in their early seventies and 

predict if that person might die at the age 

of 80.
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A trial blood test conducted by researchers 

at the Francis Crick Institute, London, 

detected the earliest signs of cancer – this is 

the stage when the cluster of cancerous cells 

is too tiny to be caught by X-ray or CT scans.

What the researchers did was to take 

samples from lung tumours removed by 

surgery. Then they analysed each cancerous 

THE rampant over-prescription of 

antibiotics has a number of side effects. 

One of them being the rise of superbugs, 

meaning germs that have become – or 

are becoming – immune to medication. 

Another is the interference with the body’s 

absorption of nutrients.

A major study carried out by Aarhus 

University, Denmark, and The Danish 

Cancer Society indicates that the use of 

antibiotics may cancel out many of the 

benefits of whole grain consumption. This 

is especially true of women.

Whole grains are rich in vitamins, 

tumour’s defective DNA to build a genetic 

fingerprint. Then they did post-surgery blood 

tests every three months to see if the traces 

of cancer DNA were visible.

Their results, published in the journal 

Nature, indicated that through this test, 

cancer recurrence could be detected one 

year earlier than by using any other method 

minerals and fibres, and they also lower the 

risks of developing some lifestyle diseases. 

Certain very useful compounds are more 

plentiful in whole grain products than in 

refined grain products.

But antibiotics can block those benefits. 

Using data from a past study on diet, cancer 

and general health that covered 57,000 

Danes over four years, the current research 

analysed how many of the study subjects 

later developed cancer. They found that 

the concentration of beneficial compounds 

derived from plants was significantly 

lower in those who used more antibiotics. 

For women, who used antibiotics up to 

three months prior to blood sampling, the 

concentration of beneficial compounds 

was as much as 40 per cent lower than for 

women who did not use antibiotics. 

A lead researcher explained that this was 

because antibiotics negatively affected 

the good bacteria in the body that worked 

on the beneficial compounds found in 

whole grain. With the bacteria unable to 

fully function because of the antibiotics, 

the body’s nutrient absorption ability was 

hampered. 

available so far. The blood test could catch 

tumours with a volume of just 0.3 cubic 

millimetres.

Dr Christopher Abbosh, from the UCL 

Cancer Institute, said, “This represents new 

hope for combating lung cancer relapse 

following surgery, which occurs in up to half 

of all patients.”

Can blood test mean early detection of cancer?

Antibiotics may cancel out whole grain goodness
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ALL too often, overweight people say that 

they can’t shed the kilos because of the 

obesity gene. Now, that can no longer be 

an excuse. Because regular exercise can 

override genetic tendencies, according to 

research published in PLOS Genetics.

There’s a gene called FTO, and people 

with a specific variant of the gene are 

at a heightened risk of obesity. But 

regular exercise can lower this risk, 

say researchers. “There are genes that 

appear to directly impact weight, but the 

effects are small,” said lead researcher 

Mariaelisa Graff, of the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, US. “You still have 

a lot of choice over your behaviour.”

The findings are based on a meta-

analysis of data from over 200,000 adults, 

mostly European, who had taken part in 

previous health studies. Graff and her 

team analysed their weight and exercise 

habits, and also looked at genetics.

Her team found that people who had 

the FTO variant gene but led an active 

ALTHOUGH excercise is generally good 

for our body, health care professionals 

and health advocates should recognise 

the possible harms of overdoing it, experts 

warned.

 In an article in the British Medical Journal, 

Professor Heather Hausenblas of the 

Jacksonville University in Florida mentioned 

the harms of too much exercise, which 

include injuries, dehydration, and anemia.

lifestyle were more resistant to the effects 

of the obesity gene than those who didn’t 

exercise. On an average, they found, 

HEALTH NEWS

 She said if a person hits the gym too 

often, more harmful addictions may come, 

like eating disorder. In worst cases, it can 

even lead to death.

 Symptoms of exercise addiction could 

start with having obsessive compulsive 

disorder (OCD) and depression.

 These symptoms apply to 0.3% to 0.5% 

of the population across the globe, but 

Hausenblas noted that in a single country 

this means “hundreds of thousands of 

individuals”

 “We tend to—rightfully so—think of 

exercise as a really positive thing we need 

to be doing, and most of us don’t exercise 

enough and aren’t getting a hold of the 

health-related benefits of exercise,” she 

said. “But like with any behavior, we can 

take it to an extreme.”

 The report also mentioned that men 

appear to be more prone to exercise 

addiction as compared to women.

 “The research has been slow, but it is 

growing, clearly showing that there are 

groups of individuals who engage in too 

much physical activity to the point where we 

would classify it as an addiction,” she said.

 To prevent exercise addiction, health 

conscious persons are advised to work with 

professionals.

 This will “design an appropriate training 

regimen and to re-learn how to use internal 

sensations, such as pain and fatigue, to 

differentiate between appropriate versus 

excessive training and healthy versus 

unhealthy motivators”, the article read.

exercise lowered the risk of obesity by 

about 30 per cent in people with the FTO 

variant.

Shed weight, override ‘obesity gene’

Over-exercise can cost your health
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So often, human beings want to express certain feelings, but 

they could not express them despite being fluent and articulate. 

But they can use flowers, such as roses, to explain the 

unexplainable. Flowers can act as interpreters between people 

and cultures. Roses may have a short lifespan, but its scents are 

long-lasting, as if they live in people’s memories, which we call 

the spirit of roses.

COLUMN

SPIRIT OF THE ROSE

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is renowned for her 
commissioned portraits of high profile individuals, including the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack 
Obama and others.

Flowers prove silence speaks volume. It cannot speak, but it can tell things 
that are often left unsaid

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

A 
few weeks ago, we welcomed the spring, the time 

when all kinds of flowers, roses and mushrooms in 

gardens become vividly colorful—bringing joy to 

human faces without even knowing the reason. This is 

an inspiration for my paintings, which depict exotic and natural 

scenes. This is how I worked on it—from planning to drawing and 

how I developed it to be mature and to secure certification.

From this introduction, I would like to take you to a world of 

spiritual beauty that magically develops inside our minds and 

present thoughts to turn fabrics into pieces that honor the beauty 

of this world and its Creator.

Blooming of flowers represents the youth of plants, wherein 

plants start to show its identities. It is said that every flower’s 

feature represents something. The color, for example, is a tool 

that can allow people to communicate with their thoughts.

For me as an artist, a flower has multiple purposes—showing 

its inner beauty, infusing its aroma to the air and satisfying 

people’s eyes with joy. To some extent, we use flowers as 

sublime language when trying to win someone’s heart. We 

compare beautiful people who blush to a beautiful rose.

This shows that flowers have a spirit of beauty that can give a 

sense of euphoria to everyone. It can cure depressed and lonely 

spirits and can heal wounds. Who could resist such relief or 

elation?

This shows that flowers have a 
spirit of beauty that can give a 
sense of euphoria to everyone. 

It can cure depressed and lonely 
spirits and can heal wounds
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

FOR PEOPLE WITH 
PASSION
The old cassette tape players we all had may no longer work 
properly, or they may be too bulky to take everywhere, but we’ll 
bet you still want to listen to those tapes. In that case, have a 
look at this Elbow Cassette Tape Player, an extremely stripped 
down and innovative music system. It uses a single pulley to 
drive the tape and an optical sensor to track the speed. With a 
bi-axial arm and control wheel, it’s very, very small. The upward 
movement of the bi-axial arm enables the insertion of a 
cassette; a sideways movement enables changes the direction 
of play. The control wheel lets you begin playing the cassette, 
adjust volume and fast-forward the tape.

The cassette being played remains mostly exposed, lending the 
owner of the tape and the player some vintage cool. The audio 
output is via a standard 3.5mm headphone plug. The device 
recharges via mini-USB, a port through which you can also 
transfer tape audio to a computer. A small pin on the back allows 
the owner to clip it to clothes and bags – now the cassette is 
also a head-turning fashion accessory.

Website: http://elbow.co.nf
Price: TBA

Security And Safety For All

GOOD NIGHT, SLEEP 
TIGHT
Sleep is the most precious commodity in today’s world, 
where everyone is filled with some kind of stressful urban 
sound, e.g. phone notifications or neighbourhood traffic. 
The Snooz White Noise Machine provides a dose of 
uninterrupted and steady background audio – the intensity 
can be adjusted according to your need – that lulls you into 
sleep and prevents the shock of hearing a sudden loud 
noise. With a real fan hidden inside the sleek round 
structure (2.5 inches tall), the soothing white noise ranges 
from the light whirring of a table fan to the deep drone of an 
airplane. A companion app lets you set the volume or 
schedule an automatic shutoff from your mobile. The 
gadget works best when placed away from the bed, in a 
central position in the room, so that it can fill the room with 
sound. A nursery calibration feature makes it useful for a 
baby’s room. Available in two colours.

Website: https://getsnooz.com
Price: $80 (Dh293.83)

JUST RUN WITH IT
Are you always rushing around with your mobile in your hand, 
and worrying about dropping it? The Nike Outsole iPhone 
Case, one of the coolest accessories we’ve seen after a long 
time, takes care of such worries. The durable material 
(thermoplastic polyurethane) snugly holds the phone in a 
protective grip. There’s now a lower risk of the mobile sliding 
out of your hand, and even if it does fall to the ground, there’ll 
be a lot less damage. The case comes in two models, 
matching the outsole of Nike’s Air Force 1 and Roshe shoes.

Website: http://store.nike.com/us/en_us
Price: $35 (Dh128.55)
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STAR OF THE LIVING 
ROOM
This is such a phenomenally good-looking television set that 
you – and your guests – might keep staring at it even when 
there’s nothing on the screen. The Loewe Bild 9 TV is not 
merely beautiful, but the engineering is quite advanced, too, 
as it should be at this price. Designed by Bodo Sperlein, a 
noted name in British design, the look of the TV is influenced 
by the Art Deco and Bauhaus schools. The TV is set inside a 
metal frame – there are three types: for a table, a wall, and a 
free stand. When the TV is on, the 7mm OLED HDR 4K 
display slides upwards to reveal a 120W integrated soundbar. 
The TV also connects wirelessly with Loewe Klang 9 
speakers and has an integrated channel decoder. The user 
interface is easy to understand. Other features are a built-in 
1TB digital recorder, built-in apps for popular services, and a 
fabric cover to conceal all the cords and connections at the 
back. Handmade in Germany and available in amber gold or 
graphite grey, in both 55” and 65” models.

Website: www.loewe.tv/int/bild/loewe-bild-9
Price: From $8,725 (Dh32,046)

Security And Safety For All

SMOOTH SAILING
Every now and then comes along a gadget that sets the 
heartbeat faster. The Microsoft Surface Laptop is one such 
device. It’s amongst the more expensive laptops in the 
market, but looks worth it, thanks to the stunning design, a 
popular operating system (Windows 10 S), and a 
spectacularly beautiful keyboard. Unlike the MacBook 
series, the Surface series has a great touchscreen 
experience and this laptop is no exception. Beneath the 
laptop’s two-tone design is a 7th generation Intel Core i5 or 
i7 processor. The full-fledged laptop (a successor to the 
hybrid Surface Pro, a tablet that can become a laptop with a 
clip-on keyboard) has a 13.5-inch touchscreen, offering a 
resolution of 2256 x 1504 and covered in Gorilla Glass. The 
keyboard is covered in Alcantara, a synthetic fabric with the 
feel of suede. Available in four colours: silver, graphite gold, 
cobalt blue, and burgundy.

Website: www.microsoft.com/en-us
Price: From $1,000 (Dh3,672)

A MORE SECURE CARD
This isn’t a gadget that you can directly buy, but your bank 
might make it available soon. With the aim of making day-to-
day transactions with a chip-based card more secure, the 
MasterCard Biometric Credit Card has an embedded 
fingerprint sensor on the end of the card opposite the chip. 
This lets the terminal authenticate the sale instantly, with no 
need to take your hand off the card. The technology is being 
currently tested in South Africa, with tests planned for 
Europe and Asia in the coming months.

Website: www.mastercard.us/en-us.html
Price: TBA
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BOOKSSecurity And Safety For All

The top crime mysteries, introducing tiny tots to the planet, secrets to building resilience, and a 
beautiful guide to the best vegetarian cuisine – find it all here

Security And Safety For All

The case of the 
missing necklace
Title: All by Myself, Alone
Author: Mary Higgins Clark
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Price: $26.99 (Dh99.13) (Hardcover)

IF AGATHA Christie was crowned 

the “Queen of Crime”, the sash for 

the “Queen of Suspense” has been 

awarded to Mary Higgins Clark. One 

of the best-selling novelists in the 

world has now produced this tasteful 

mystery, in which Celia Kibride, a 

gems and jewellery expert, takes 

a lecture assignment on the cruise 

ship, the Queen Charlotte, and 

promptly gets entangled in the case 

of a missing necklace. The priceless 

piece of jewellery is gone and the 

owner of the emerald necklace, 

the grand octogenarian Lady Emily 

Haywood, is found dead. Celia, with 

the help of her new friends Willy and 

Alvirah Meehan, who are celebrating 

their wedding anniversary, sets out 

to find the killer, not realising that 

she has put herself in grave danger.

Aftermath of the great 
war
Title: The Women in the Castle
Author: Jessica Shattuck
Publisher: William Morrow
Price: $26.99 (Dh99.13) (Hardcover)

Magical journey
Title: Touch the Earth
Authors: Julian Lennon, Bart Davis 
Illustrator: Smiljana Coh
Publisher: Sky Pony Press (for pre-
school readers)
Price: $17.99 (Dh29.35) (Hardcover)

THIS is a beautiful book for early 

learners – with a big environmental 

message that young children can 

understand. The White Feather Flier is a magical plane that can go anywhere. 

Just press a button printed on the page, and point the plane up in the air to 

fly, or down to land it. The Flier’s mission is to transport readers around the 

world, to engage them in helping save the environment, and to teach one and 

all to love our planet. Fly to the top of a mountain. Send clean water to thirsty 

people. Dive deep into the ocean (the Flier turns into a submarine) to pick 

up pollution and bring back the fish. Explore the planet, meet new people, 

and help make the world a better place. This is an inspiring, lyrical story, with 

beautiful illustrations that unveil the magic of the Earth to little children. Reading 

the book is both highly enjoyable and for a good cause: a portion of the sale 

proceeds go to supporting the environmental and humanitarian efforts of the 

White Feather Foundation.

THE novel is set at the end of World War 

II, in a crumbling Bavarian castle once 

frequented by the German elite. Marianne 

von Lingenfels returns to the castle of her 

husband’s ancestors. She has a promise 

to keep – she vowed to her late husband, 

a resister of the Nazi regime, that she’d 

find and protect the widows of his fellow 

resisters. First, she rescues six-year-old 

Martin, the son of her childhood friend. 

They travel across Germany to Berlin, 

where the child’s mother Benita has been 

captured by the occupying Red Army 

soldiers. Next, she locates Ania, another 

resister’s wife, and her two boys. All of 

them retire to the castle, but instead 

of peace, what they experience is an 

undercurrent of secrets and dark past. 

Eventually, all three women must come to 

terms with the choices that have defined 

their lives before, during, and after the 

war.
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A classic revisited
Title: 1984
Author: George Orwell
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Price: $19.84 (Dh36.14) (Hardcover)

THIS is a gorgeous new edition of a modern classic and just as relevant for our 

times as it was in 1949, when it was first published. In 1984, London is a grim city 

in the totalitarian state of Oceania where Big Brother is always watching you 

and the Thought Police can practically read your mind. Winston Smith is a man 

in great danger for the simple reason that his memory still functions. Drawn into 

a forbidden love affair, Winston finds the courage to join a secret revolutionary 

organisation called The Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. 

Together with his beloved Julia, he risks his life in a deadly match against the 

powers that be.

This is how you 
bounce back
Title: Option B: Facing Adversity, 
Building Resilience, and Finding Joy
Authors: Sheryl Sandberg, Adam Grant
Publisher: Knopf
Price: $25.95 (Hardcover)

THESE are two heavyweight authors: 

Sheryl Sandberg is the Facebook COO 

and Adam Grant is a top-rated Wharton 

professor. 

Together, they’ve created this guide 

to moving forward after life’s inevitable 

setbacks. Sandberg draws upon how 

Why did he kill her?
Title: The Fix 
Author: David Baldacci
Publisher: Grand Central Publishing
Price: $29 (Dh106.51) (Hardcover)

IN this book in the Amos Decker series, 

the detective with the power of total 

recall witnesses a murder just outside 

FBI headquarters. A man shoots a 

woman execution-style on a crowded 

sidewalk, then shoots himself. Even 

with Decker’s extraordinary abilities, 

the killing is baffling. Decker and his 

team can find absolutely no connection 

between the shooter – a family man 

with a successful business – and his 

victim, a schoolteacher. Nor can they see 

any possible motive. Just then, Harper 

Brown, an agent with a higher authority, 

orders Decker off the case – it’s highly 

classified and Decker doesn’t have the 

clearance to investigate the murder. But 

Decker soon learns that national security 

will be at peril if the murder isn’t solved, 

so he throws away the rulebook and 

gets down to cracking the case.

she felt after her husband’s sudden 

death and tells us that building resilience 

is like building muscle – all of us can 

have a bit more than what we’re born 

with. 

Grant brings insights from his 

research on finding strength in the face 

of adversity. The book goes beyond 

personal experiences and looks at how 

a broad range of people have overcome 

illness, job loss, sexual assault, natural 

disasters, and the violence of war. Their 

stories reveal the capacity of the human 

spirit to persevere and to rediscover joy.
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MOVIES

NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO A CINEMA NEAR YOU

WONDER WOMAN
DIRECTOR: PATTY JENKINS 
STARRING: GAL GADOT, CHRIS 
PINE, ROBIN WRIGHT, DANNY HUSTON, DAVID THEWLIS, 
EWEN BREMNER 
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION, ADVENTURE, FANTASY, SCI-FI, 
SUPERHERO
This is by far the biggest and the most anticipated movie of 2017 – fans have been agog 
for months now. Gal Gadot’s outing as Wonder Woman in last year’s Batman vs Superman: 
Dawn of Justice gave us a glimpse into this new-age interpretation of the immortal warrior 
princess. Director Patty Jenkins has described Gadot as “tough as nails”, and she has to 
be, because Diana of Themyscira aka Wonder Woman was trained to be a fighter from her 
childhood, the toughest of her kind.
This film requires Diana to step into the world of mortals, to intervene in the most vicious 
war in modern human history. She does so in a way that leaves her allies dumbfounded 
and her enemies running for cover. A must-watch even if you aren’t a fan of the superhero 
genre. Because in this film, there’s a nice, strong plot line buttressing all that action. Pop-
corn rating sky-high!  

The Mummy gets 
a reboot, with a lot 
less comedy than the 
previous films and a 
great deal more scary 
special effects. The 
vengeful mummy this 

time is also different: 
as they say, “the 
female of the species 
is more deadly than 
the male”. An ancient 
princess (Boutella), 
whose thirst for power 
led her down the dark 
path, was contained 
by being mummified, 
the terrifying mask of 
death an indication that 
this was no ordinary 
burial. Millennia later, 
explorers unearth 
that sarcophagus and 
accidentally unleash the power of the mummy on the 21st century 
world. Cruise looks older and wiser, though just as charismatic 
as he was in his heydays as an action film hero. Boutella, who 
played the sassy alien Jaylah in last year’s Star Trek Beyond, 
makes a much better mummy than the brawny blank-faced 
Arnold Vosloo in the previous films.

THE MUMMY
DIRECTOR: ALEX KURTZMAN 
STARRING: TOM CRUISE, SOFIA BOUTELLA, 
JAKE JOHNSON, MARWAN KENZARI, 
RUSSELL CROWE, ANNABELLE WALLIS 
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION, ADVENTURE, REBOOT

CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS: 
THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE

Two very imaginative pranksters named George (Hart) and Harold 
(Middleditch) hypnotise their principal Mr Krupp (Helms) into thinking 
that he’s an enthusiastic but dim-witted superhero named Captain 
Underpants. The character is written by George with the help of Harold 
– it is George’s imagination brought to life through Harold’s drawings. 
They turn their principal into this inept superhero because the school 
head hates anything fun. Angry with the boys’ pranks, he wants to 
catch them red-handed, and that’s when he steps into their trap.

DIRECTOR: DAVID SOREN
VOICES: ED HELMS, KEVIN HART, THOMAS 
MIDDLEDITCH, JORDAN PEELE, NICK KROLL, 
KRISTEN SCHAAL 
MOVIE TYPE: ADVENTURE, FAMILY, 3D 
ANIMATION
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TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT

A sort of grown-up version of the original Transformers, with no Shia 
LeBeouf, no Megan Fox, and most importantly, no Optimus Prime. In this 
film, humans and Transformers are at war, and the key to saving the future 
has to be found in the past, in the hidden history of Transformers on 
Earth. The alliance that can save this planet is Cade Yeager (Wahlberg); 
Bumblebee; an English peer (Hopkins); and an Oxford professor (Haddock). 

CARS 3
DIRECTOR: BRIAN FEE 
VOICES: OWEN WILSON, LARRY THE CABLE GUY, BONNIE HUNT, 
CHEECH MARIN, CRISTELA ALONZO, ARMIE HAMMER
MOVIE TYPE: ADVENTURE, FAMILY, ANIMATION, SEQUEL

The delightful Cars series continues, with the legendary Lightning McQueen (Wilson) suddenly 
overtaken by a new generation of blazing-fast racers. McQueen is pushed out of the sport he 
loves, and he’s dejected. But this isn’t the end of the racetrack. To get back in the game, he needs 
the help of an eager young race technician with her own plan to win, inspiration from the late 
Fabulous Hudson Hornet, and a few unexpected turns. 

TUBELIGHT
DIRECTOR: KABIR KHAN
STARRING: SALMAN KHAN, SOHAIL KHAN, 
ZHU ZHU
MOVIE TYPE: WAR, DRAMA, ACTION

One of the most iconic hip-hop musicians of America, Tupac Shakur (played by Shipp Jr) 
was among the biggest-selling artists in the world, until he was shot dead in Las Vegas in 
1996. His songs were about growing up amid violence, hardship, racism, and other social 
problems. He was brought up by his mother Afeni (played by Gurira). This biopic traces 
his rise to superstardom, his imprisonment and his involvement in the East coast vs West 
coast rap war. 

ALL EYEZ ON ME

DIRECTOR: BENNY BOOM 
STARRING: DEMETRIUS SHIPP JR, DANAI GURIRA, JAMAL 
WOOLARD, PATRICK FAUCETTE, GRACE GIBSON, KEITH ROBINSON
MOVIE TYPE: BIOGRAPHY, DRAMA, TRUE, STORY, MUSIC

DIRECTOR: MICHAEL BAY 
STARRING: MARK WAHLBERG, JOSH DUHAMEL, 
ANTHONY HOPKINS, LAURA HADDOCK, ISABELA 
MONER, JERROD CARMICHAEL
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION, ADVENTURE, SCI-FI, SEQUEL

The big Eid release starring Salman Khan, from the director 
who made Bajrangi Bhaijaan, is supposed to be based 
on the 1962 Indo-China war. Chinese actress Zhu Zhu 
reportedly has a leading role in the film.
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URBAN development in the UAE, as in most 

other parts of the world, is driving out wild 

creatures big and small. While the larger 

animals still get some attention, the suffering 

of the littlest ones often goes under the 

radar. One such creature is the wonder 

gecko, an endangered lizard that lives in 

the sand dunes. To save the gecko, the first 

national conservation project, led by experts 

from Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah, has 

been set up.

The wonder gecko was also called the 

Moonshine gecko, as its eyes glow at 

night. It grows up to 15cm in length. “The 

lizard needs very specific soil and climate 

conditions and, unfortunately, all of these 

areas are now under high development 

pressure,” said Pritpal Soorae, of the 

Environment Agency Abu Dhabi.

The Environment Agency Abu Dhabi 

did some surveys and ensured that in one 

place, at least a part of the area inhabited 

by the geckos was fenced off. Some geckos 

have also been moved to the zoo.

Race to save the UAE’s wonder gecko

Plans to tow iceberg from Antartica to UAE
IT’S a measure to beat all extreme 

measures. To solve the problem of a lack 

of freshwater in a desert environment 

and also to create a jaw-dropping tourist 

attraction, an Abu Dhabi-based company 

plans to drag an iceberg – or maybe 

two of them – to the UAE, specifically 

Fujairah, all the way from Antarctica 

(South Pole).

The project is expected to begin in 

early 2018 and, according to calculations, 

it would take a year to tow the icebergs 

to the waters off Fujairah. Mohammad 

Sulaiman Al Shehi, managing director 

of the National Advisor Bureau Limited, 

headquartered in Masdar City, told UAE 

media that under the Iceberg Project, 

the company had already tried out the 

pole-to-tropics iceberg route through 

simulators.

Soorae said the wonder gecko might not 

be as famous as the houbara bustard or the 

Arabian oryx, but it is an important part of 

the country’s biodiversity. Johannes Els of 

Sharjah’s Breeding Centre for Endangered 

Arabian Wildlife agreed, and said, “It’s a 

very difficult thing to explain to people 

why we should preserve a small gecko. 

Historically, mammals and birds get quite 

lots of attention because they are more 

publicly appealing. Reptiles do not get a lot 

of attention.”
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ONE of the chief hurdles in the way of 

becoming an electric car owner is the fact 

that the car can’t go that far on a single 

charge. But a new battery technology, in 

which large battery cells are stacked upon 

each other, can give the green car a lot 

more power.

The design project is still at the lab 

testing stage, and initial results have 

been positive. In the medium term, the 

project partners aim to achieve a range of 

1,000km on a single charge with these new 

batteries.

Scientists at Fraunhofer, Europe’s largest 

application-oriented research organisation, 

created this battery design. Normally, an 

electric car may have thousands of battery 

cells, each in its own houses, connected to 

the car via terminals and cables. These – the 

housing and the cables – take up a lot of 

space. 

In the new design, instead of individual 

battery cells strung separately, they are 

stacked directly one above the other. The 

result: more batteries fit into the car, and they 

THE Sharjah island of Sir Bu Nair, a marine 

sanctuary, had a three-day festival (May 

11-13) themed ‘The Sea Is Our Life’. The 13 

sq km island, located 65km off the coast 

of the UAE, has been hosting an annual 

festival since the beginning of this century, 

Photo credit: www.epaashj.ae

said Dr Mareike Wolter, Project Manager at 

Fraunhofer.

The German entity, along with partners 

ThyssenKrupp System Engineering and 

IAV Automotive Engineering, are trying to 

develop the battery and get it road-tested by 

the year 2020.

Security And Safety For All

can store more power, taking the car further 

on a single charge. As the cells touch, the 

need for cables is eliminated; the stacked 

cells directly connect with each other.

“With our new packaging concept, we 

hope to increase the range of electric cars 

in the medium term up to 1000 kilometres,” 
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 1000km range for electric cars?

Sir Bu Nair island holds annual festival

celebrating environmental and cultural 

heritage and raising awareness.

Despite its small size, the island system 

is a very important habitat, being home to 

plants, sea birds and a coral reef that houses 

58 species of fish. Sir Bu Nair is also on 

UNESCO’s tentative list for world heritage 

status.

The festival includes traditional UAE 

activities, including traditional diving, an 

exhibition and some contests. Sharjah TV 

and Radio broadcast the event.
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THE hatchling dinosaur found in China 25 

years ago has formally been identified as a 

new species of feathered dinosaur.

The fossil which was dubbed as Baby 

Louie was found within a nest of dinosaur 

eggs.

Palaeontologists have called it Beibeilong 

sinensis, which translates to “Chinese baby 

dragon”.

They say it is the first known specimen of 

a gigantic bird-like dinosaur belonging to the 

group known as oviraptorosaurs.

Although the fossil of the infant dinosaur 

is small, it would have grown into an adult 

weighing more than 1,000kg.

Photo credit: www.bbc.com

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, 

thousands of dinosaur eggs were collected 

from rocks of Henan, China, by local farmers.

Some were illegally exported, including the 

specimen, which ended up in the US.

The skeleton of the infant dinosaur caused 

a stir and was known as “Baby Louie” after 

the man who photographed it for the cover 

of a magazine.

The fossil was returned to China in 2013, 

where it has now been formally identified.

Scientists in China and Canada compared 

the fossil to previously described dinosaur 

species and determined that it is a new 

species. 

The discovery of dinosaur eggs in China, 

South Korea, Mongolia and North America 

suggests Beibeilong may have been 

common around 100 million years ago, say 

the researchers.

‘’The geographical distribution 

and abundant occurrences of 

Macroelongatoolithus egg remains reveal 

that giant oviraptosaurs were relatively 

widespread and perhaps even common 

in the early part of the Late Cretaceous, 

even though their skeletal remains are 

scarce and have yet to be identified in many 

regions,’’ the researchers wrote in Nature 

Communications.

Identity of famous baby dinosaur fossil revealed

Seals could go deaf from shipping noise
MARINE animals that live in the waters near busy shipping 

lanes might suffer hearing loss because of the noise from 

shipping traffic.

Researchers at the University of St Andrews, Scotland, carried 

out a study that compared seals inhabiting these waters to 

humans living in noisy cities. While the study focussed on seals, 

the data told the scientists much about how shipping noise 

affected whales and dolphins, too.

In their paper published in the Journal of Applied Ecology, 

the study authors said that 11 out of 25 conservation areas 

associated with seals were at high risk from shipping 

disturbance. “Exposure risk was highest within 50km of the 

coast and any impacts will have the greatest effect on harbour 

seals as they generally stay close to land,” said a researcher.

JUNE 2017
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PUZZLES
Across
1 Rush around in old car, to find escaped 
criminal in Oz (10)
7 A disease singular to sponge (4)
9 English is almost never spoken poetically in 
Telford, for example (8)
10 Rotter is in modern art emporium (6)
11 Copper into Turner gets depression (6)
12 I am unpretentious? No (8)
13 Clothe with part of a corset (4)
15 Get mean about bird call (10)
18 Monster horribly present on the waves 
(3,7)
20 Who should really have written Diary of a 
Nobody? (4)
21 See 4
24 Enjoy the flavour (6)
26 Composer of Semiramide and La Mer? No 
(6)
27 As were the leftovers a man ate, being 
overdrawn? (8)
28 Scolded infant without a trace of leniency 
(4)
29 4,21’s Mount is irregular cube next to a 
generation symbol (missing centrepiece) (10)
 

Down
2 Auntie hit boiling asphalt (9)
3 Told of journey to university to find poem 
(5)
4,21 The king of 7, this general axed threat 
strategically (9,3,5)
5 Not,we hear, a problem for 4,21 (7)
6 Province is to take up weapons again, 
changing sides (5)
7 4,21’s country; a wine capital erected 
around the last stages of 300 (as it’s 
written) (9)
8 Aeolian and Doric, say, in 12 (5)
14 Quarrelled in Hell over a sin (9)
16 Outside port finally, make fast a vessel 
– one that’s engine driven (5,4)
17 Some garment to stitch, it’s said – or 
more than one (9)
19 One goes into troubled centre, having 
some guts (7)
22 Man ‘as old Erica (5)
23 Residential area in upwardly mobile part 
of Bruxelles (5)
25 Student priest in Guanaco (5)
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HOROSCOPE

WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
Your charisma, energy and communication skills will help you and 
the people around you to get through challenges. Your tendency 
to show affection may burn you out, so it is wise to be selective 
about whom you trust wholeheartedly. Your plans may not go as 

you want them to, but your energy is enough to keep you going. Some challenges 
may appear this month, but this cannot stop you from chasing what you want. 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)
Conserve your energy because the best is yet to come. You 
may feel that you have reached your desired destination, 
but the latter part of the month will prove that destiny is still 
hiding something up its sleeves. Leisure and socialisation 
may appear to be the least of your priorities, and you will 

have more of it, and it may go hand in hand with your career. You must be 
analytical, as it is possible for you to take the wrong way. If you have saved your 
energy and resources enough, it will be easy for you to identify the right path.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)
Education, love, travel and job opportunities will come 
along, but be wise in selecting which amongst these 
should be on top of your list of priorities. Continue to 
indulge your adventurous side, as it will help you to be 

relaxed and calm while preparing to make tough decisions. You may be 
put in a situation that will require you to invest in efforts, emotions, and 
resources—specifically financial resources. Be ambitious but be cautious.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)
Travel will occupy a large part of your life—whether for 
work or for leisure. Consider this as a break from months or 
years of working endlessly to provide for your loved ones. 
This is a necessity for your personal life balance. Spending 

time with your family and friends could also allow you to recharge before 
having to face more responsibilities. While resting, you may need to reassess 
your priorities in life to avoid burnout. But, of course, hard work should 
be welcomed if it is for your personal dreams and your family’s security.  

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
Delays and hindrances in personal and professional 
life are inevitable. Your patience will be tested as you 
could encounter blurring of lines between delay and 
impossibilities. Always keep your best foot forward 

without leaving the other completely unguarded. Your options will 
keep you stable in times of uncertainties. Patience, indeed, is a virtue.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
Put bravery and wit to good use and go forward to claim 
what you hope would be yours. An outspoken Virgo may face 
misunderstanding with colleagues. The worst thing to do is 
ignoring other people’s opinions, whether for work or personal life. 

It is best to talk it over a cup of coffee. Coincidental or not, this could be the doorway 
to a renewed friendship, romance, or strengthened work relationships. Some good 
fortune is certainly in store for you. You just need to utilise internal strength to 
maximise it.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
You are known to be intelligent and a good decision-
maker, but the present reality will put your abilities 
to test. Your mental prowess always makes you 
fall back on logic in confusing situations. Try to be 

open to what instincts have to tell you. You are strong and wise 
enough to come up with the best decisions, but sometimes, you have 
to trust your emotions. A good dose of sensibility would not hurt. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)
With your resilience, you will be able to deal with work-
related stress and prevent it from interfering with your 
personal life. Creativity will be in demand. You will be 
put in a situation where you will need to think out of the 

box and utilise cutting-edge solutions. You will often get praise from your 
workmates for making things look so easy. They will laud you for being 
able to deliver tough assignments, but for you it is just part of your job. 

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
Encourage your colleagues to participate in projects 
that you have started. This could resolve your people 
issues and could possibly develop progress in romantic 
relationships. You will earn your colleagues’ respect, 

and their opinion about your plans and projects will help guide your 
visions. Financial concerns may arise as your project progresses, but it 
is worth the risk. You will manage to figure out how to balance things. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
Analytical skills should come in handy as you find yourself 
willing to take on unusual financial risks. This may be a 
good idea because a substantial investment is a prerequisite 
of getting a big return. Your money luck increases strongly 

where work, employment, communications or travel are concerned. You 
have an equal balance of need, want and ability—an ideal combination 
for people who desire to set up a new business and generate more income.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
Your natural leadership qualities attract people. Colleagues 
and friends admire you. People follow your lead, even 
if you are not going anywhere specific. But treat their 
trust with respect and don’t take advantage of them 

because that can ruin your personal and work plans. Every aspect of 
your life is touched by your desire for unusual things. Every decision 
you make reflects this need and it makes you a truly unique personality.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
You will have to balance work and family needs; this 
may cause unhappiness and stress. Confidence and 
determination will help you move ahead faster. As long 
as you continue to value your priorities, you will be in 

a position to satisfy people who depend on you. Be wise in using your 
time—do not prioritise your schedule, but schedule your priorities. Minor 
misunderstandings will come as you try to solve things without putting 
others in trouble, but your maturity will ease it out soon enough. 
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